Ieadership, the women helped provide for the soldiers by picking lint, making Dear Brethren:

flanne] garments, and even knitting during prayer meetings, I desire through you to notify the congregation of my intention to request
‘ the Presbytery of Ohio to dissolve the pastoral relation existing between myself
In the first battle in the Wilderness, Alexander Hays, called by General and thle F irISt P ;?Sbyte“ia“ Church i“.tﬁe C“yh"f Pittsburgh.
Grant one o . , " . make this communication wit much pain and heartfelt sorrow, under
f Bur?ey S most gallant brigade commandelfs, was killed. Almost the stress of providential constraints as to leave me no other alternative,
twenty years previously, in 1846, Alexander Hays, while on furlough durin I'have (as you all know) a child who is greatly afflicted with asthma, and
/ g g . . ;> 15 greatly .
the Mexican War, had married Annie McFadden, daughter of John B. McFad- after repeated exXperiments it seems to be Imperatively necessary to remove him
den, a Pittsburgh jeweler of Penn Street from the influence of this smoky atmosphere, To test the matter fully I have
’ : endured for months a painful separation from my family and the result of the
, . . trial proves that a continuance here will endanger the life of my boy, or at least
Hays body was brOUgh.t to Plttsburgh and the funera] service conducted doom him to a continuance of suffering,—Under these circumstances I feel, that
by Dr. Paxton, who also delivered the eulogy. duty to my child, requires me at great sacrifice of personal feeling and interest
to seek a residence in a different climate.
When Grant visited Pittsburgh in 1868, he wag seen to shed tears at Added to this is the growing conviction that my own health requires a
the grave of Alexander Hays and later . period of rest and relaxation. , , .
& . . ¥ later wrote of him that when a battle had to I have come to this decision through a long and painful struggle. . . .
be fought, it was with Hays always, “Come, boys,” not “Go 11
. . ) Having mentioned with deep emotion his ties with the Congregation and
Neville B. Craig, son of Isaac Craig, who wrote extensively on local Session, Dr. Paxton continues:

history, joined the church shortly before his death on March 3, 1863, these ties—so strong and so sacred fills me with grief; and I

To sunder all
feel that I could not do it, were I not shut up to this course, by compulsion of

When the war ended, by which time Dr. Paxton had moved on to Prince- - a necessity which knows no law.
ton, the .ﬁrst Decoration Day or Memorial Day Service in Pittsburgh was held ~Asto t;‘e ‘;‘”“re’ Idk“;’,w not ‘;:hat providence dmag appoint. 1 propose a
in the First Church, on May 30, 1568, Festore myself to el g or e P 2 and e 10 contimis fo oemses

Dr. Paxton was fortunate in having behind him a remarkable session, the gospel; fn which blessed work I hope to end my days.12
Two of its members, Francis Bailey of East Liberty fame, and Robert Beer, Thus Dr. William M. Paxton moved to the prairie lands of Minnesota and
both men of wealth and enetgy, retired early from business and devoted them- eventually, when recuperated, to First P resbyterian Church, New York, minis.
selves to congregational visiting. They were gladly accepted by the congrega- tering there until 1883, when he became professor of homiletics at Princeton
tion as honorary associates of the pastor in his ministry, and considerably light- Seminary.

In 1880, he was accorded the moderatorship of the General Assembly by

While Dr. Paxton preached brﬂliantly from Sunday to Sunday and while acclamation, an honor which has come to few others.
he stood i ime in Di , . L
alwa ood out dar?fl)ng the very glf,te_d preachers at that time in p ittsburgh, he Dr. Paxton missed the excitement of preaching in Pittsburgh, because First
;tcV)v Sy sf(;s:eglle ’ “S & master musician, to be able to PL{U out a couple of extry Church, New York, had by this time come to lay heavy stress on social work.
P © great occasion. There he excelled! This power to match the In Princeton, while Dr. Paxton often preached as a professor, his students tell us

address at Princeton in 1884, which was perhaps his greatest sermon; and his ' Dr. Paxton lived to a great age. Dr. Clarence E, Mécartney, when a
centennial discourses at First Presbyterian Church, Pittshurgh, when he came student in Princeton, remembered meeting him. When he died in 1904, Wood-
back from Princeton to this city for that event g 1884, row Wilson, then president of Princeton University, took part in his funeral

services.

During the vacancy, the Reverend Dr. A. A. Hodge was invited to carry
on the duties of the preaching and pastoral responsibilities of the church,

The following are extracts from a letter receiyed by the Session from their
pastor, Dr. William M, Paxton:
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

The Church in the Industria] Revolution

tion the fact, that for severa] months past—we have held weekly meetings for
conference and prayer, in reference to this important subject.”

had become a devoted church worker.*

Dr. Scovel, a graduate of Hanover College and McCormijck Theological
Seminary, came to First Church from a charge in Springfield, Ohio.

Dr. Scovel was the ideal man for the work at this period, for although a

fine preacher, he proved to be supremely an organizer, a man of vision, and a
leader of men.

Few pastors in the history of the Christian church can have applied modern
business methods so Systematically and so logically to organizing a congregation
as did Sylvester F, Scovel,

In fact, Dr. Scovel did in 1866 what Dr. Maitland Alexander was to do in
1900; he reorganized the whole work and thrust of First Church to meet g new

and more than a touch of human skill and inventiveness,

Dr. Scovel was businesslike and methodical in all his work. During his
pastorate he introduced the custom of annual sermon reviews, On such occasions
the minister gave a progress report, apparently to the whole congregation at the
morning service, in which he assessed the advances made during the year, taking

inventory of gains, losses, and future involvements. Every fifteenth year there
was to be a fifteen year review.

Dr. Scovel was so businesslike that the annual review sounds almost like a
stockholders meeting. Perhaps this is the way it should be, provided the Holy
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Spirit is recognized as the Chief Executive, And Dr. Scove] always was eager
to do just that.

At this meeting the minjster outlined strategy for the following twelve
months as he fely led. The custom of “year texts” (an old Moravian institution)
NOW became the Practice, announcing where the majn thrust of the year’s effort

Also in 1867 5 “Christian Converition” wag held in Fipst Chu
Dwight .. Moody to try to channe] energies aroused during the
philanthropic efforts “on behalf of the needy and vicious.”

rech under

among the unchurched, the immigrants, and the black community,

Much of the drive for renewal was provided through the Women’s
Christian Association which was organized by Dr. Scovel on November 28,

However, the church had problems. The initial exod 1876, to act as an auxiliary to the pastor and ofﬁceis of the church.

us from downtown

This group raised money, clothed Sunday School children, visited, prayed,
ran libraries, and organized social meetings. Monthly gnthenngs were held to
accept reports, sew for the congregation’s poor, for charlt.able Institutions, and
for hospitals, Sewing was unbelievably important work in days when almost
all garments were made by hand.®

community,

Ebenezer T, Cook,
Secretary, Another memb
a leading figure in YM.C.A. work for ma

A Young Men’s Union was also reactivated to
gational activity of First Church itse]f.

In the continuing reyiew of the city’s needs, another 8TOUp Wwas recognized
as being in particular need of help. There were large numbers of black people
who had come into Pittsburgh from the South after the Civil War and the
disorganization and reaction attendant upon it, Many had been slaves,
free, they had trouble finding jobs and many were desperateiy impoverishe

The Genera] Assembly’s Committee op
brevious committees, first met and was organi
Church, “By 1882 it had grown into the Boar

women were appointed to each district to extend a cordjal invitation to the

become part of the congre- new members to become involved in the Church’s mission,

As a result of a meeting held in First Church building in connection With
the General Assembly in 1878, there came into being the Women’s Ei(ecutive
Committee of Home Missions of the Presbyterian Church, It was fitting that

d.
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Mrs, E, F. Denny bromised g thousand dollars g year towards the ; In 1876

) ; k ’ i be, for most of the older members
of a city missionary, while several gentlemep bromised to supseripe thres chiefly among the young, In a Sere lfh}'la(i(:ronmltfe d to Christ. But i this tenth
hundred doyayg a year to rent a house for him, _ of the congregation were I?ng ge Odraey Slcshool soholars and their teachops found

. , . . ; ear of Dr. Scovel’s minie ry, Sun hip was challenged.
ved a lay woman, , a :
subscription,

six-day week, and to be a Sunday School teacher took up nearly all their
a 3 ] !
spare time,

About this time the First Preshyterian Church of Pittsburgh became the

- Jargest congregation in the Pittsburgh Presbytery.
When in 1881, the Centra (Old) p resbyterian Church—whicp Was famoyg :

for the ministry of py. Melancthon Jacobus—sq1q its broperty, the Proceeds of
the sale was placed in the possession of the Trustees of the Soho Mission a5 a
memorial. With 8 new church ag built a¢ Seneca and Forbes ang calle
Centra] Presbyterian Church. This church wag ultimately to link with Firs
Church ang provide some of g finest Ieadership, In 1903
First Church, Elder w, F. Dalzejj in 1914 it would give El

2

Work among children was obviously colored by an interest in foreign
missions.

der George R.
Aufderheide who played g large part in bringing Dr. Robert J. Lamont ¢, First

| over a decade, was Mrs. H. G. Comingo (Isabella Craig), who in 1836 had
Church,

- been one of the first six members of the “Mite Society,” and who had taken the
daring step of trading its products from door to door.

issi ian Church, serving in
finked religious “ducation for Young people and even for adults. Mrs. ], A, Alexander, a missionary of the Presbyteria

. € women of the Society,
The church hag Spread a loose chgjy, of Sabbath Schools all oyer the city Northern India, was chosen for SUpport by th

area. Many of these had little contact with the mother church, except to receive -
financia] ajg from it. The Sabbath Schools were becoming ingrown, Dr. Scove] -
planned ¢ consolidate the far-out mission schools who,

and to begin 4 drive for more scholars in the church ares

The interest of the women of First Church overflowed into children’s vgor}l;t
Soon there were six mission bands in the church: Young Voyagers, ig

, ; - ouise Lowrie, and
S¢ membership wag low Bearers, Alexander Mission Band, Seekers and Helpers, I, s

A senior department Was organized wi, a target of 1,29 i
entire Sunday Schoo]. Diligent Visiting op the part of the tea

the main agency in this ney drive

1871, a Minister’s Bible Class for young people wag established ang

In
the Sunday School was divided into departments: the senior, the intermediate,
and the infap¢.

The Sund
James Laughlin, Jr., a man whe appears to have hag

steeple, high steps leading up to the door, and narrow tallhwindde\tws.. It iﬁgg

i@ t side of it. In the main auditorium
alongside the sanctuary on the wes ide :
Wasga large pulpit with plaques containing the Ten Commandments on either
side of it.

While teaching in the Sabbath Schools wag diligently bursued, Dr, Scoye

Set up a plap whereby the congregation woyjq read the Bip]e through in one
year,
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The tremendous influx of labor, the phenomenal expansion of heavy
industry, and the reorganization of society after the Civil War did not take
place without drastic €conomic and social realignments and the growing pains
which attended such changes.

Soon there were riots and insurrections such as had not been seen in
Pittsburgh since the days of the Whiskey Rebelljon. In fact, the Railroad Riots
in Pittsburgh during July 1877, far surpassed any Pittsburgh had ever known,

In the emergency, a committee met and appointed Bishop Tuig and Dr.,
Scovel to act as mediators. The two clerics undertook the rather hazardous
duty, but as Dr. Scove] afterwards said:

The only ouicome was that Bishop Tuig and 1 learned at first hand the
truth of that old adage that it is useless to reason with an enraged moh.6
However, the fact that Dy, Scovel was asked to undertake (with the Roman

Catholic Bishop) this critica] assignment shows that his fellow citizens of the
day recognized his great influence with the laboring people of Pittsburgh.

On the Sabbath following the riots, in the quieter atmosphere of his own
church, Dr. Scovel was no doubt able to give expression to Some sentiments
unpalatable to the rioters, His subject was “The Supremacy of Law.” Dr.
Scovel had previously expressed indignation that railroad workers had little
relaxation from labor even on the Sabbath,

Pittsburgh early in Dr. Scovel’s ministry, on November 12, 1869.

The event was the coming together of the New School and the 0ld School
assemblies, tepresenting the two sides in the Schism of 1837, First Presbyterian
Church of Pittsburgh was deeply involved.

The Old School Assembly met in First Church and the New School
Assembly, in Ihi_;jd»_P_re_sbyteriaq Church. At that time Third stood above Mellon
Park where the William Penn Hotel now stands; while First Church fronted onto
Wood Street. The two assemblies had agreed to come together in spectacular

o 44

that extremely reserved body known as the Presbyterian Church took place in




At ten o’clock, the New School Assembly left Third Pregh
and marcheq in double file down Sixth Aven
turned the corner into Wood,

yterian Church
ue towards Wood Street, As they

after his own Ministry and 5 year or two after Dr. Scovel’s.

Eut one limit to the beneficence of the church seems to havye been Iaid
(and it jg difficult i accoy

S nt for it) in the direction of personal Consecration
to the minisiry, whether at home or abroad. Ty who came from its Sabbath
School gaye themselves to the ministry, one to become g missionary, the other
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annals of the Kingdom of God.

to die upon th threshold of ¢
reached the ministry and only
the foreign missionary work,
somewhat withhe]d 8

he work; and only two song of the church have
two daughters of the church have been given to
The most precious things, after a]], have been

Dr. Paxton was of course, leaving out the large numper of young men
from the seminary who became involved in First Church work, married its

daughters and became Ministers and missionarieg under Dr. Herron’s ministry.
Dr. Scovel was 3 great promoter of the

his own personal ministry, In hjs history, he lays very little stress, either
directly or indirectly, on hjs own achievements, The truth is that, humanly

speaking, the ministry of Sylvester F. Scovel was one of the most powerful in
First Church.

Kingdom of God who played down

Dr. Louis E. Holden, who Succeeded Dr, Scove] a5 bresident of Wooster,
sums up his predecessor’s character thys:

Was given by Mrs, E, F. Denny,10
large part in obtainin

Though thejr hames are recorded on no page of history, they glow in the
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CHAPTER TWELVE

The Church with the Preacher Orator

At sixteen, G. T. Purves entered the University of Pennsylvania and appears

to have won practically every Prize in oratory offered by the University. He was
also a prize man in philosophy and Greek.

In 1873, he entered Princeton Theological Seminary and quickly became
the best preacher in his class,

years ago.

One of his greatest Sermons is on the text “What Think Ye of Christ?”
In stating that the Bible centers in Christ, he says:

You might as well take Hamlet out of Shakespeare’s play, or Caesar out
of Roman history, or the sun out of the solar System, as Christ out of the Bible.2

He goes on to say that Christ tests g man’s character, as would a magnet.
if you hold a magnet amongst a pile of mixed iron and wooden par-

So
ticles, the iron wil] cling to the magnet and the wood will remain unmoved.

Thus you discover 1ot only the power of the magnet but also the character of
the materials amongst which it is held.8

In a similar way Dr. Purves claimed, Jesus Christ tests a man’s moral
character., Response to the question “What think ye of Christ?” shows what
sort of man yoy yourself are, for “The worst comment that can be made upon a
man is that he rejects or dislikes Jesus Christ, It is his self-condemnation.

The preacher goes on to throw out the question:

So I ask you personally, What think you of Christ? 1 would press home
the question. It is like a surgeon’s knife, which cutg deeply and skillfully. 1t is
God’s home-thrust, You cannot parry it. You must answer it, if not now, then
at the judgment day. What think you of Christ?s

Dr. Maitland Alexander said of Dr. Purves:

His evening congregations were remarkable. He made a great appeal to
young people, but he drew judges of the Courts, lawyers, doctors and teachers,
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o pous and file of the church , like St Paul, small
of Stature, byt pe Preached with 5 fire like that of the great Apostle, Bc?mg a
fine New Testament scholar, he was essentially 5 Gospel] preacher, and pjs ser-
mons still abide in thejr printed form.6

-80ing public, He was

What First

to the preachep.
old Redstone,

Presbyterian C
her greatness,

The brogress of thjg city,
church, the new forms of applic.
had to pe faced by the church,

In 1892 Dr, Purves was calle

the change in the

Population g
ation of the fund

amental truthg

When My, Robert Dalzell hag died in the Spring of 1887, Mr. John W,
Chalfant wag elected President of the Board of Trustees i his place.
anization found jts origins during the brief Ministry

ing Society of the First Presbyterian Church

the residence of Miss Matilda W. Denny op

¥ important org
of Dr. Purves, i
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN

The Church Calls 3 Pittsburgh Minister

was Rhoda Ogden Edwards, great—granddaughter of President Jonathan
Edwards of Princeton College. Dr, Breed was born in the old Chadwick house
in Oakland on June 10, 1848.% Like most of the neighboring families, the Breeds
attended Third Church, founded by Dr. Herron,

David Breed’s parents had in thejr youth been active members of First
Church of Pittsburgh, About 1829 hijs mother sang in First Church choir and
his father was ap officer in the Sunday School. Thus, David Breed could pe
called a grandson of the congregation,

Apparently Dayid Breed was ap infant genjys and his later career would
bear this out, He tells us: 1 went . . . to the then, Western University, now the
University of Pittsburgh, where I remained until January 1862

He left the University at thirteen and 5 half years of age. He tells ug that
at that age he became dissatisfied: ~
Young as I wag I rea
prodigy of me, and I rebelle - determined to £0 into business for a while,

profit. T was i business about two and a half years. In the meantime my
father died ¢

In 1864, at sixteen, Dayid Breed entered Hamilton College. On graduat-
ing, he had received more college honors than anyone before him.

service in this church endeq with a serious accident whijch Was to slow him
down physically for well over a decade,




until discovered by the janitor, He was confined to hed for weeks and Dy
Breed’s friends had little hope of his recovery,

Mary Kendall of Gragd Rapids, Michigan, in 1870.

When in 1894 David Breed became pastor of the First Presbyteris
Church of Pittshurgh, jt appeared obvious that the congregation had calle
the ideal man for the task, for Dr. Breed was 4 brilliant preacher, a gifteq or
ganizer, and 4 man capable of adapting to neyw situations with imaginatiop,
and Creativity, David Breed was a preacher in the Paxton-Purves tradition
He later wrote one of the finest books on homiletics, Preparing o Preacy,
His most famoys Sermon was preached op Nicodemus, though all of his pub-
lished sermong make excellent reading,

Alexander, his gifted successor, always credited Dr. Pupveg with seeing the

necessity for reconstructing the image of First Church and David Breed with
having begun the work of reconstruction 6

Part of Dr, Breed’s achievement consisted ip uniting the congregations

of First Presbyterian Church Pittsburgh ang the Central Presbyterian Church,
situated on Seneca and Forbes,

under the care of the First Presbyterian Church.?

The plan was submitted to and approved by Presbytery at its meeting on
February 2, 1897. A special offering, on February 14, 1o Support the new work
realized over $1,400. By this arrangement, 135 pew members were received
into the First Presbyterian Church,

was over ninety years of age. A feature article was written on his life and work
in the summer issue of FirsT CHURCH Lire, 1959,

On December 7, 1897, Dr., Breed reported that he had received a call to
a professorship in Western Theological Seminary and stated that “he felt
moved because of recent ill-health to accept the call.”

During Dr. Breed’s pastorate David Robinson died. Mr. Robinson was a
man of vigorous intellect who had been an outstanding leader of the congrega-
tional life and 3 member of the Board of Trustees for many years,10

Another great lay leader of First Church, John W, Chalfant, died in 1899,
Mr. Chalfant had been president of its Board of Trustees since 1887. He was
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CHAPTER F OURTEEN

The evangeljca] Succession in Fipst Church wag maintained through such
men as Aeneag Mackay, Jonathan Plumer, Harmar Denny, Francis Bailey,

Some of thege people possessed temarkable businegs and administratiye

ability and, ip many cases, g simple but profound love for Jesus Chprist and
His cause,
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M?tthew Brown, D.D., of fefferson College.
Princeton College and Princeton Seminary,

charm, and a store of tirelegs energy. Maitland
always thought big, saw visions, and had the capa
G .

Alexander Was a man whq
city and determination undey

In ffact the word “EXODUs™2 Wwas used to describe the movement of
congregations out of the Golden Triangle, ang toward the suburbs, This
was the trend around the tyrp of the century. Stee]

That doughty Scotsman, Aeneas Mackay, had moved in Permanently, at
least by 1766, probably much earlier.*

Under McClure and Frisbie Pittsburgh in 1772 had become the center
and citadel of Presbyterianism west of the Alleghenies.

When under Barr the log church was incorporated, the market, the
academy, and the law courts had its mempers as their founders,

Then in the brick church which replaced it, both the Western University

The glory of Maitland Alexander was that he recognized no dichotomy
between the sacred and the secular.,

is. He used to te]] how he united with the Fifth Avenue Church, New
York, in his boyhood. The pastor of the church, the well-known Dr, John
Hall, called him into his study one afternoon and asked him two questions:
“Do you love the Lord Jesus Christ?” “If some poor boy were to come in
from the street would you be willing to share what you have with him?”
Upon receiving affirmative answers, Dr. Hall said: “Now, let us kneel down
and pray.” The answers which the boy gave to his pastor were prophetic of
Dr. Alexander’s career and ministry, for those two things were marked in his
life—his love for the Lord Jesus Christ and his Iove for his fellow man.’ This
dual thrust of evangelism and evangelical social outreach inspired Dr, Alex-
ander’s dream for Pittsburgh.




tuary, a full-sized basement, a number of classrooms, a cafeteria service, roomg
for recreation, arts and crafts, and a well-staffed nursery service.

The emphasis in the new church would be on a continuous program
running every day of the week and almost around the clock. The church’s
mission would be where the people were, and would relate to them close
to their business and shopping enterprises.

Dr. Maitland Alexander had several great assets working for him besides
his own inspiring personality and the church’s traditional links with the city,
One was the gifted group of elders and trustees of First Church—men ex.
perienced in spiritual and temporal affairs,

Another plus factor was that Henry W. Oliver, in building up a large
empire in real estate in the Pittsburgh area, became intrigued with the venture.,
Negotiations to lease the Wood Street property of the Church had already

amid office buildings and shops, carrying out a spiritual witness in the
steel center of the world.® He at once made arrangements to take a long lease

of the Wood Street frontage for an annual rental of $30,000 a year and a
cash bonus of $150,000.

Maitland Alexander, even with his great talents, found his first years

difficult. Many of the daring and revolutionary ideas formulating in his mind
terrified the trustees of the church

The minister in his frustration had gone to Mr. John Thompson, an
Irishman and city missionary who, working in the congregation for many years

2

with a twinkle in his eye said:
boy?”7

Maitland Alexander tells us
one-half years of his ministry he s

Matilda W, Denny had a healthy skepticism of novelty for novelty’s sake,
but an intuitive gift for seeing hidden possibilities if they were worth seeing.

In his twenty-fifth anniversary sermon Dr., Alexander records his debt
both to the congregation and to Miss Denny:

12n

My best friend during those early days was Miss Matilda W. Denny,
who was my friend, first, because | was the pastor of the Qld First Church,

the ultra-conservative element in the First Church. Again, Mr. John Thompson
came forward with advice and said, ‘You had better be careful. Miss Denny
won’t stand for any newfangled nonsense in the First Church.’ I soon found
out, however, that Miss Denny’s ideas were not only progressive, but that,
having given her confidence, she backed it with her influence and her money.
How much the church of today owes to her, will probably never be real-
ized ... .8

A worn and tattered leather notebook was found by the writer of this

history among some old church records. It gives us opportunity to understand
part of that debt.

The book, from all evidence, is a personal record of Miss Matilda W.
Denny’s intensive work from October 17, 1900 to January 5, 1907 (the year
Miss Bailey says she resigned because of ill-health) ® In that year the name
“Woman’s Work Society” was adopted.

The reader of the detailed notebook realizes that, while to Dr. Maitland

- Alexander belonged the vision of a new type of evangelical and socially ori-

ented ministry, much of the practical planning found its origin and thrust in
the down-to-earth mind of Miss Matilda W. Denny and the Woman’s Work
Society which she had gradually created.

The main idea was to recruit young people into the life of the church,
by Setting up a program appealing to their interests. The organization proposed
was an “industrial school for youth” to teach skills to those who would be
interested to learn them. It was not a new idea. Dr. Scovel had attempted
such a program, but he had no Miss Matilda W. Denny at the height of her
powers and with authority to make the plan work.

The organization of these women was meticulous. At the first meeting,
Pittsburgh was divided into nine districts. Two of these areas were to be in
charge of a Miss Fleming, acting “for Miss Denny.””10

. The other seven districts were under the care of paired members of the
women of the church who were the district organizers and recruiters.

The attempt to involve the youth in the program of First Church was a
most successful venture—though the title “Industrial School” was eventually
dropped. . The work among boys became the Boys’ Club, while the girls were
enrolled in a sewing school, which eventually had a normal and a kinder-
garten department.

"Out of this organized outreach to youth also came, in time, the Boys’
Brigade, or Cadet Corps, and the whole camping program of the church.

Closely written pages record the work up to 1905 when the new sanctu-
ary and facilities were opened. Although the entries in the book tun on to
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1907, Miss Denny haq accomplished her main mission, which was to Ie0rganize
youth in the Congregation. The Women recognized her achievement and she

became honorary bresident of the Woman’s Work Society. My, John A. Bey
became bresident in pey Place 1

After the opening of the new building, the groups were multiplied apq
enlarged. Byt the labors of Miss Denny hag established batterns and guidelineg
for the church’s €vangelica] mission to youth, Up to this period young people
were largely recruited for foreign mission Projects and temperance Promotion,

Ssme Mmanuscripts folded into the minute hook appear to pe heart-to-hegry
talks given by Miss Denny to the children,

“cleanli-
1St prizes in hep “school”
¥ become members of the

served,

Thus began the Mothers’ Club, which Was to become an institution in First
Church. The seven became scores, A nursery was Set up to take care of the

In those early days of his ministry at Piyst Church, Dy, Alexander gave a
great deal of time ang creative leadership to Central Chapel, at Seneca and
Forbes. He encouraged hig young people to make it a mission outlet for their
spiritual energies; and Miss Emma Zug, Miss Isabella C. Chalfant, Miss Mary
Painter, Mr. C, Ellsworth Parker, and others were soon strenuously involved in
the work there, 14

Mrs, Mary Kendaj1 Breed and her husband, Dr. David R. Breed, former
minister of the church, maintained a happy connection with the congregation,
and during her long active life Mrs. Breed was 4 leader of the Wwomen,15

Dr. Breed’s niece, Miss Emma Zug, was a leader in youth work before the
turn of the century. Through the decades of the new century she developed in
wisdom and understanding and leadership. Her history of the Women’s Foreign
Missionary Society of the church, and her retentive memory are a treasyre trove
to the historian, Tn 1973 Miss Zug is one of the most alert, forthright, and
practical of Christians,

By 1902 the day for the realization of the dream of Dr., Maitland Alexander
had already dawned,

And what 4 dream that was!

frequently be taken over by a government agency and few woulg notice the
change in emphasis,
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First, let the church be the church. Never let her trade for mere socia]
services, her own God-inspired, radical and evangelical approach that the
Kingdom of God can only be built with the living stone of redeemed ang

recreated lives,

So his primary aim was that the pulpit should retain the power it haqg
commanded in First Qhurch since Dr, Herron’s day. The preaching of the
gospel would be a priority. Every activity, spiritual, social, and promotiona]
would find its authority in the Bible, speaking through the Ppreacher to the souls,
of men. The love of God for sinners, the presence of God in men’s lives, and
the power of God to deliver from sin—those great redemptfve facts would pe
simply but authoritatively proclaimed from First Church pulpit. ‘

relationship to Jesus Christ, not an appendage to it. The church would not pe a

mere humane society, but a genuine piece of Kin
the heart of the city and in the hearts of men, women, and children.

As Dr. Alexander put it:

; if Pentecost should

3 ontinually recurring
- our power will be gone. The temple may stand but the

: : -+ .. The artistic adornments of this
church wil] yet _dehght t_he eyes, but the light that shines through these windows
upon the worshippers will be the light of earth and not of heaven,17

To Maitland Alexander that light must prevail, for to him First Church
Was to be “a lighthouse in the heart of the city,”18

The great changeover envisaged by Dy, Alexander was not only to retain
the power of the pulpit, but to add to it an evangelical missionary outreach to
every strata of Society, and to every area of activity in the expanding city’s Jife,

This dream of Pittsburgh as a City of God

seemed an impossible one to
everybody, but to God and Maitland Alexander., i

On Sunday, June 17, 1902, a congregational meeting of First Presbyterian
Church was called to consider selling pa

ey
!
G

First, there would be catastrophic physical changes. The land from Sixth
Avenue to Virgin Alley and fronted by Wood Street would be leased to the.
Oliver interests. This land was the purchase made by Dr. Samuel Barr a
century previously,

A twenty-feet wide strip running from Sixth to Oliver would be left free
of buildings as a sort of no man’s land. There would still be adequate land
left on which to build a new sanctuary facing on Sixth Avenue.

The new building would be in essential respects a reduplication of the old
one, only a much vaster and more ornate reproduction. The twin towers, for
instance, would be thirty feet higher; the sanctuary would be backed by a three-
stoty church building which would contain a chapel, Sunday School rooms, and
studies. The chapel would be behind the sanctuary and form part of it. The
cost of the building and furnishings were projected at over a quarter of a
million dollars.

Final costs were, in fact, to come close to $350,000 including donated
windows, pulpit, etc.’® Nor was the early dream of a properly furnished base-
ment realized until Dr. Lamont’s ministry,

The contractors were Arthur H. Williams’ Sons, of Philadelphia, and
the architect T. P. Chandler 20 J. L. Given was the superintendent of cop-
struction®* A. J. Lohr was the inspector of the work.

One difficulty, and that of a serious nature, arose. The site for the new
church was the Presbyterian graveyard which lay between the land now leased
to the Oliver interests and the graveyard of the Episcopal Cathedral. In this
Presbyterian burial area were the graves of nearly all of the most famous
founding fathers of Pittsburgh.

Since 1787, when granted half of the old Indian burial mound by the
children and heirs of William Penn, the First Presbyterian congregation had
occupied the site deeded to them, constructing three successive sanctuaries there,
either right on the burial mound, or alongside it.

Around these three churches the congregation had buried their veterans of
George Washington’s army—some from the east, most from the west, until the
graveyard of the First Presbyterian Church had become one of the most interest-
ing Colonial and Revolutionary War cemeteries in the country.

Dr. Clarence E, Macartney named fifty-six officers of the Colonial and
Revolutionary Armies who had been associated with First Church. Many of
their bodies rested in the sacred plot of land which formed the graveyard of
the First Presbyterian Church,

Others had been buried in the extension of the Presbyterian graveyard
which continued into the land bought by the Reverend Samuel Barr on Wood
Street. Sixteen years previously, in 1877, when the congregation had decided to
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erect a Sunday Schooy chapel here the Craig family had raised an objection to

moving the bodieg of old settlers and revolutionaries from their graves. They

had brought the matter to court,

Now in 1903, it was decided to reopen this vault in the old church and
place there thoge unclaimed and unidentified remains lifted from the main
Presbyterian graveyard on the Indjan burial mound, Later all would pe placed
in a vault which would pbe built for them in the new Ssanctuary.

After sixteen years the church authorities opened the door to the little room,
measuring twelve by fourteen feet, and situated under the south tower of the
Dr. Paxton sanctuary. The boxes in which the ashes had been placed sixteen
years before were seen to be of rough wood, and the place looked “ike the
corner in a merchant’s warehouse, 22 (O some of the boxes 5 worn headstone
was laid: op others a rusted coffin plate; on some coins and tarnished jewels lay;
initials from former caskets had been inscribed on the new ones where possible,

Cemetery, The hames of the dead were the street names of Pittsburgh and its
surrounding townships.

On October 21, 1902 the remains of Major Isaac Craig, Brigadier General
John Neville, Mrs. John Neville, and Colonel James Johnston were removed
from their graves for reburia] in Allegheny Cemetery,

A funeral service was held for them on October 23, 1902 in First Church
under the auspices of the Sopg and Daughters of the American Revolution,
The Reverend Dr. Maitland Alexander, pastor of the congregation, presided over
the exercises, “The draped coflins rested in front of the pulpit, and standing at

At the close of the service Dy, Alexander read out the names of twenty-six
former members of First Church who had Participated in the revolution, A
parade of the city’s five best bands, consisting of 142 pieces, took place at
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James O’Hara, first Quartermaster Ge
Ebenezer Denny, first Mayor of Pittsburgh,
dants were to play such a vital role in Fj

bear’s grease, and who in his retirement became colporteur to the river boat
emigrants to the west, volunteer assistant to Dr. Herron, and a chief human
agent in the early revivals of First Church,

Harmar D. Denny, Jr., died, were also reinter

The bodies of Captain John Wilkins and John Wilkins, Jt., who became 5
Quartermaster genera] in the army, were removed to Homewood Cemetery near

Wilkinsburg, named for ‘the family.2s

Aeneas Mackay. His ashes now rest with others impossible to identify in the
vault of First Church.?8 Thys First Church has a link with Aeneas Mackay, who
welcomed McClure and Frishie to Pittsburgh in 1772, ) ’

Addison, Fir§t Pre'sident Judge of Allegheny County Courts, who probably acted
as an unofficial minister of the church for 5 decade, were rémoved October 22

1901. So were those of the Reverend Robe i
rt Steele, second minist
beloved pastor of the church.®” Also at this time too) terment o

the Samples, Snowdens, Reeds, Riddles, and Plumers,

also reinterred 20

Strange’ unpredictable remains came to light. The Pittsburgh Legder on
Sunday, April 5 ; 1903 mentions that the site was used as a burial ground by both
French and Indians, and states: “From time to time bodies of both have been

exhumed: only last week the contractors
_ of the church dy u i
wrapped in chamois,” 1P o redsdns

N

%

Joseph Patterson’s descendants had prospered financially and had erected
an enormous monument over the old pioneer missionary’s grave. When the time
came to transfer his body to Allegheny Cemetery, the contractor found the
removal of the massive ‘structure a herculean task. He took a few day’s rest.
When he came back to the First Church graveyard for the remains, others had
apparently been engaged in similar tasks ; the place had changed appearance in
these few days, and he could not locate the grave. That grave never was
identified, so Joseph Patterson’s is one of the fifty sets of remains transferred to
the new church’s crypt.®® Somehow it seems fitting that the dust of Joseph
Patterson should lie in the church whose people he loved.

Later this new crypt was to be built in the north tower of the new church,
nine feet square, twenty feet deep and vaulted with a huge stone. It would
contain the fifty unclaimed remains from the recently opened graves, together
with the fifty previously kept in the crypt of the old sanctuary fronting on
Wood Street,

With the renewal of the crypt, the Pittsburgh Dispatch pointed out that

First Presbyterian Church would be the only edifice in the city, excepting the

monastery on the hill top, having a crypt for the dead. 3!

From June 14, after the demolition began on the old church, the Sunday
services were held in the Alvin Theater; and during the week meetings of the
congregation and youth clubs were held in Grace Reformed Church, Grant
Street and Webster Avenue. Also for a time during the rebuilding, the Nixon
Theater was used.

Meanwhile the old church was coming down. At last everything was razed
except the pulpit of the chapel and the wall behind it, which stood stark against
the skyline,

It was an impressive sight. On either side of the chapel pulpit wall were
two enormous plaques about ten feet high by six feet wide. On them, written in
letters of bold relief, were the Ten Commandments to form the two tables of
the law. The isolation of the fifteen feet wide pulpit and the Ten Command-
ments standing in stark nakedness at once began to draw a crowd, and for
some days Dr. Scovel’s chapel pulpit and the Mosaic law stood together in
silent witness—a Presbyterian and Jewish visual sermon on Grace and the
Law %2 '

About the time the demolition workers pulled down Dr. Paxton’s old
church, he died.

As the demolition team reached street level the interest of the members of
First Church, and indeed of the citizens of Pittsburgh, began to focus on what
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might be discovered in the foundations of the fifty year old sanctuary. It wag

an exciting time, as it was alleged that a bhox filled with ancient congregational
documents lay under one of the towers of the old edifice.

~ The building committee was fairly confident that this box existed and that
it W'ould be discovered. They were confirmed in their expectations by a letter
received from a lady in, Philadelphia, aged sixty-seven years, who stated that she
was present when the ¢ornerstone was laid, being then a gitl of fifteen years
§he said that at the ceremony she had seen a copper box deposited in a recess.
in the stone and another stone cemented down on top of it, and that the hox
should therefore still be under the north tower 32 ,

Thursday evening stated that “this report was investigated by the foreman and
found out to be absolutely without foundation, "84

One reporter claimed that the rumor started when a rival paper asked
some worl.qme'm about the expected box and one of the men in jest, pointed to g
recent cavity in the wall and said, “Yes, we found one in there, 8%

The Press of July 13, 1903 stated:

Hope of recovering the tin box, which, when not found ;
position for such articles, and which was thought to have plc})(sisill?lyt ﬁisigst?r? ?lg
founfianon of the building, as it is said, was the custom at the time of the
erection of the old church, has been abandoned, as alf stones have be
removed, and no signs of the much talked of relic revealed. =

On October 7, 1903 the cornerstone for the ne

was laid, “As the big bell on the City Hall tower struck the hour of noon today
about two hundred people gathered around the cornerstone of ,

We feel this church will last long i istri
g in the d t
church for the poor, for the young, for the rich and (1)°‘(l)vrn e e,

of society. . . . The foundation on which it
Chief Corner Stone . . | . 1t has always re

First of all, it is to be a memori
s ial church. Not alone a memorial
f C : . of the
n}embers of its communion ‘who are buried beneath its towers, or of the names
ol its members who the nation honors for theijr soldierly deeds; but a memorial

of the early days of Western Penng Ivani i ivi
fes Yivania Presbyterians and g ] i
of the power of a Calvinistic theology and a Calviiln'stic pulpit. " Hvine memorial

It is a
the old—for all classes
sted is Him who is the
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Secondly, it is to be a missionary church, and its greatest mission field is
to be this great city, with its problems and difficulties.

Thirdly, it is to be a . . . church . . . that will bring men near to God,
and lastly, it is to be a church which makes the theme of its preaching a con-
tinual proclamation of the Cross of Christ, as the only salvation for dying men.3¢

After his address, Dr. Alexander laid the cornerstone by pronouncing the
benediction over it as the workmen placed it in position. Dr. Breed said a prayer
and the hymn “The Church’s One Foundation” was sung. The next quotes are
from the program used at the laying of the cornerstone:

The following articles are placed in the cornerstone. Some of these
articles are from the cornerstone of the chapel building recently removed.

. A Bible.

- A memorial of Dr. Herron by Dr. Paxton.

. A history of the Sabbath School by David McKnight.

- Historical Statement by Dr. Scovel.

- Written Roll of Church organization at the time of the erection of the chapel.

. Sunday School Anniversary Programs, 1879 and 1880,

. Copy of Statistical Report to Presbytery.

. Directory of City officers, 1880 and 1881.

. Copies of Gazette, Dispatch, Post, Chronicle Telegraph, and Leader of July
7th, 1880, also Preshyterian Banner, Christian Advocate and Methodist
Recorder.

10. Copy of the original deed of the Church.

11. Present Manual of the Church, 1903, :

12. Bound volumes of Church Bulletins, 1901 and 1902,

13. Miscellaneous printed matter of Church services.

14. Daily newspapers for the week of October 6th, 1903.

15. Religious newspapers for week of October 1st, 1903,

16. Historical address by Dr. Alexander.37

WoONCTUTA N —

The stone for the church came from Friendship Hill, the historic estate
owned by Albert Gallatin on Highway 166, about three miles north of Point
Marion and a mile south of Geneva. The stone was brought to Pittsburgh down
the Monongahela on barges.

The creating of a cathedral-like Presbyterian church in the heart of
Pittsburgh’s busy metropolis was not the work of one man alone.

The Denny family has already been mentioned; and both Matilda W.
Denny and Harmar D. Denny were deeply involved in the project.

Charles E. Speer, who had been president of the Board of Trustees and
chairman of the building committee for the new church structure, died six
weeks after it was dedicated. Mr. Speer’s masterly reports and careful projec-
tions did much to create the final sanctuary. They make interesting reading
and are incorporated in the minutes of the trustees of First Church.

Charles E. Speer was at that time owner of Friendship Hill and it was
from this estate that the stone for the church was quarried. Physically the
sanctuary was part of the grounds which was then his home. It was fitting
that at his death the trustees inscribed in their minutes that his memory would
“sutvive” not only in the chiselled stone of this sacred building, but also in
the loving and affectionate regard in the hearts of his friends.”88
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the old structure was in the shape, which was a parallelogram with two square
towers in front, rising, as already stated, thirty feet higher than those of the
old church.** The type of architecture is a modified English Gothic.

, in all weathers | .80

The beautify] The building is constructed of hard sandstone, with rough stone for the

interior finish and block stone floor; thus it is of stone throughout. There
are full-length galleries and the main sanctuary is backed by an exquisite, high-
vaulted chapel, whose rear doors open to Oliver Avenue.

While the church is beautiful and of massive proportions, all the material
in wood or sandstone is real—the wood being quartered oak, the decorations
carved in sandstone. “Imitation in wood and stone cannot be found in the
building.”*® Two beams eighty-four feet long by two feet thick support the
arches of the building. They are said to be the longest beams ever brought
into Pittsburgh and came from two trees in Oregon which were over one
hundred fifty feet high.4

, concise, and bragmatic reasons for whatever
: ' : ste
he thotfght fldwsable or ill-advised. My, Painter generally had his way flcj:
almost Invariably in such matters he proved to pe right, ,

The main church is separated from the chapel by the large qﬁartered oak
doors thirty feet high, each weighing two tons, but so perfectly hung and bal-
anced that each can be opened by one person with ease.

When these doors behind the pulpit are opened, the entire church and
chapel can be seen at a glance, nearly two hundred feet in length.

On either side of the sanctuary are stained glass Tiffany windows running
up to the full height of the walls; and at the distant end of the chapel can be
seen the magnificent Stem of Jesse Window.

Altogether there are fourteen windows in the main body of the Church,*
seven on each side. All are Tiffany except one, which was made by Charles
Lamb. This window appears to be the one in memory of the Craig and Neville
families.

And so in this closing hour fr
thanks to Almighty God. for the years of our Ch

ments. We looked forwarg o Yoy ur courches’ History and her achieve. : The Tiffany windows are painted on fine, specially made Tiffany pastel

cathedrals, backed with a plating of Tiffany opalescent and Fayrile glass,
all set in specially milled double high heart lead, made to house the double
layer of glass.

The windows deviate from the usual Tiffany windows, in that the Tif-
of our Session Room into the Sanctuary. There for the last time to celebrate o fany rule of using paint for the flesh only was not adhered to.

Mr. J. C. Platt, former treasurer of Tiffany Studios, was responsible for
Clerk v the windows and pointed out that they were unique in being the only such
‘ Tiffany windows so made.

March 18, 1903 to oversee the work. The windows wete installed by Charles Lett and Edward Shaw, two setters

The first intention Was to mak . of the Tiffany Studios. Mr. Hayward, their supervisor, recounted that while
et : ; . . . -
he new edifice a large-scale reproduction , installing the windows he saw Theodore Roosevelt, then campaigning for the
: Presidency, mount the steps of the Republican Club—now known as the Du-
¥ resemblance to quesne Club—at noon to attend a luncheon.4®
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ham, and thejy son-in-law Major Tsaac Craig, and his wife Amelia Neville. This
is believed to be the Lamb window, as stated previously,

The story of the facade window of the church is that of a revival in the
use of stained glass by American artists, During the epic cathedra] age in
Europe, colors were blown into the glass and g translucent colop light pro-
duced. Towards the end of the last century, Dr, William Willet and other
great American Creative artists, traveled in Europe and, inspired by the
8reat medallion windows of the cathedrals there, came back to breach the
gospel of stained glass.
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I had j}lSt very gently begun to ease back the canvas to see if I could
peer around it, when sudden]y‘lights were flashed on and strident voices called

the Church staff who were about to call the police. Just then, my friend Dr.
Clarence Macartney appeared, identified me as Henry Lee Willet, and saved

me from a very embarrassing situation.
The visible stained glass treasure of the First Presbyterian Church of
Pittsburgh is the masterpiece Ewart Window at the end of the Chapel, the

“Stem of Jesse Window” made by Clayton and Bell of London, England, and
imported specially for the church,

A full word portrait is to be found in the June, 1937, issue of Fimrst
CHURCH LIFE.

Right at the top is the rose window which displays the Lord in Majesty
surrounded by the seven doves, symbolic of the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit.
Also two angels bearing each a Greek letter: one, the letter Alpha, and the
other, the letter Omega, signify Jesus as the First and the Last.

There are five panels.

The first panel on the left represents the Gospel according to Saint Luke,
containing his emblem, which is a bull. Underneath are Jewish Kings with

their names, and at the bottom is Jesus as a child assisting Joseph in the car-
penter’s shop.

The second panel represents the Gospel according to Saint Matthew,
containing his emblem, which is an angel. Down the panel there are more

kings, and at the bottom our Lord also as a child in the Temple hearing and
questioning the doctors of the law.

The center panel is climactic and shows Jesus before the judgment seat
of Pilate, as the governor proclaims him to the mob. Beneath is Mary and
the child Jesus. Beneath them King David with his harp, and under David
is his father Jesse, from whose line Jesus sprang after the flesh. At the bottom
of the panel is Jesus blessing the children. This panel gives the window its
name “Stem of Jesse Window.”

The fourth panel represents the Gospel according to Saint Mark, con-
taining the evangelist’s emblem, the lion. Beneath are Kings and Rulers and,
at the base of the panel, Jesus takes a little child and sets him in the midst.

The fifth panel represents the Gospel according to Saint John containing
his emblem, which is an eagle. Beneath, in this panel, are high priests. In
the bottom panel the children greet our Lord in the temple with the cry,
“Hosannah!”

It was originally intended to use the pulpit and furnishings of the old
church in the new, but this economy was abandoned; and the central pulpit,
of carved granite and with inlaid red marble pillars, became one of the most

447




atiractive features of the new church. It was donated by Jacob Painter, Jr.,
as already mentioned, in memory of his parents,

The recessed alcove in the front center of the pulpit to hold the O’Hara
smal bowl was again built in. The shape of this recessed baptismal font
appears to be a copy of that in Dy, Paxton’s pulpit. The story of the bowl is told
in Chapter Nine.

The only objects ‘brought from the old church were in fact, the silyer
baptismal bowl, the communion service, the memorial tablets, and the ashes of

A dramatic feature of the Church building is the Geneya pulpit built into
the wall or rampart overlooking the street. It can be used for open air services.

The organ first used in the sanctuary was one taken out of Point Breeze
Presbyterian Church to make room for a new instrument., The $27,000 organ
which had been completed for the First Church was destroyed by fire just
before delivery, A new organ had to be built.4

placed in the chapel. There were five manuals or keyboards, four for hands
and one for feet, The organ had seventy-five stops.

This organ was almost a fourth as large again as the next largest organ in
the city, which was in Pittsburgh’s Carnegie Music Hal] 5t

At a Jater date this Organ was rebuilt under the supervision of Dr. Aneurin
Bodycombe,

THE PAINTER MEMORIAL PULPIT




tribute, the cost being met by the leasing of the valuable property on Wood
Street which the far-sighted Samuel Barr had bought in 1787,

Windows, pulpits, and other gifts were, of course, contributed by members
of the congregation, either at the time or down through the years.52

On Palm Sunday April 16, 1905, the new building was dedicated.

Y

Dr. Maitland Alexander preached from I Kings VIII: 56, 57, and 58.
He said in the course of his remarks:

- . . History, and particularly history like that which has been made by
this church, is of peculiar power. Like the old family swords made dear by
what they represent in patriotism and sacrifice . . ., the history of the First
Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh is her dear possession . . .,

A new church untrammeled by historic associations, or precedents, may
plan her course . . . without restraint or inspiration other than that furnished
by herself . . . .

The old church, amid memories that gather about her, listening to the
voices . . . of the past, is controlled, animated and inspired by that heritage . . , .

Dr. Alexander concluded his address with these words:

We dedicate this church, and with ijt ourselves, anew and afresh, to
Almighty God; to His worship and service, to the cause of His Kingdom, to the
salvation of the men and women of this great city, through the Cross of Christ,

We dedicate it to the care of little children and the comfort and consola.
tion of the aged. We dedicate it as a refuge for all the storm-tossed, a shelter
for the shelterless—as a great rock for rest for the weary, and as a stream for
refreshment for the thirsty. And this we do for Christ’s sake, *‘who came not
to be ministered unto but to minister and to give his life as a ransom for many.’
Among whom we pray we may all at last be found.53

At four o’clock eighty-three persons united with the Church, fifty-one of
whom came on profession of faith. The space in front of the pulpit was filled

and the candidates for membership crowded into the aisles on either side,
There were young and old and some from a] walks of life.

The reception of new members was followed by the ordination as elders
of John A, Bell, Samue] A. Rankin, and Franklin D, Thompson. W. F. Dalzell
from Central Chapel was also installed as an elder. All of these men were to
render invaluable service to the Church. ‘

At this service individual communion cups were used for the first time.

Dr. Sylvester F. Scovel administered the bread and Dr. Maitland Alex-
ander, the wine. Illness prevented Dr. Breed from taking part; and, of course,

Dr. Paxton had died just about the time when the church on Wood Street which
he had built was torn down.

should at this time be accepted as a foreign Iissionary and in a short time g0
with his wife as First Church missionary in Shanghai.

In Dr. Maitland Alexander’s life there now occurred a happy interlude
after these busy years. In 1906 he married Madeline Frances Laughlin, a
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well-known socialite on the Laughlin side of the Jones and Laughlin Steel
Company.

From 1905 on Dr. Alexander began to adapt the church to the new century.
This was the real test of his ministry. Could the downtown church become a
hive of Kingdom activity? Institutional congregational work with a radical
evangelical thrust was his ground plan. Religion was to be g seven-day affair,

It is impossible to list all of the organizations, their offshoots and develop-
ments.’*

On Monday there were a Newsboys’ Bible Class and a gymnasium. For
young men there were fencing and wrestling,

On Tuesday a Sunbeam Club met at four o’clock for games and a story
hour; also a White and Gold Club engaged in battalion duill and a band
practice. Later on Tuesday were study clubs, a glee club, and mandolin and
guitar clubs,

On Wednesday there already existed the Mothers’ Meeting in the after-
noon, with its well-staffed nursery, its friendly Christian atmosphere, and its
enormous attendances,

On Thursday the Progress Club met. It soon had to be limited to 104
members, equally divided into millinery and sewing classes. The club started
out with “cash and Wwrapper girls” from the department stores, but soon also
enrolled girls from some of the wealthiest families in Pittsburgh. This club
achieved a real breakthrough of social and class barriers,

Supper at the Progress Club was served at 6 p.m. for a minimum of ten
cents. It was followed by devotional exercises, and responsive Scriptural texts
forming a first letter acrostic on the word “Progress.” One section then worked
at various grades of sewing under the instruction of a professional sewing

The True Blue Club, composed of girls from six to fourteen worked at
reading, fancy work, and household gifts.

The Indoor-Outdoor Club also met on Thursday and was possibly the
most progressive club of all. After coffee being served at 6 p.m., accompanied
by box-lunch sandwiches, there was a short Bible Study and a lecture on hygiene,
At 7:30 p.m. calisthenics and gymnastics were enjoyed by all the members of
the class who were dressed in loose-fitting blouses and bloomers. The partic-
ipants included mothers and daughters and at least one grandmother; their ages
ranged from sixteen to sixty.

A girl’s club called the Loyalty Club, on Friday did bead and fancy
work, crocheting and knitting, with an attendance of over a hundred.
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At a later period, around 1916, an interesting group was organized,

This club was taught business methods and principles by Mr. Walton L.
Shaeffer.,

Besides these activities there were Boy Scouts and also cadets and Boy’s
Brigades, which were semi-military organizations. There was a light gymnasium
and a sing club for young girls on Tuesday afternoon. There was also a noon
rest club for working girls and women. A club for married women, besides
having a Bible class, had lectures on religious and even economic topics. The

membership was three hundred. A sewing school for small girls met on Saturday
morning,

There were boys’ clubs also meeting Saturday afternoon and night,

A Young People’s Society which met on Saturday night had other activities
throughout the week.

The activities of the church included walks in the country under the
auspices of the Indoor-Outdoor Club, while various groups held excursions,
and many extramural activities.

The church even ran an unemployment department in charge of Mr. C.
Ellsworth Parker. There was also a relief bureau for distribution of coal,

clothing, and supplies for the poor. District nurse Miss Helen G. Dany tended
the sick.

The men had a Sunday Afternoon Club at which refreshments were served
and a men’s brotherhood distributed cards in hotels and boarding houses,
inviting men to attend the Sunday Services. The group began to support the

Peng Yang Christian College in Korea—contributing the generous amount
of $3,500 a year.

The men of the F.R.0.GS. (the acrostic, “Friendly Rivalry Often Gen-
erates Success”) was organized by Mr. John M. Irwin and ran in association
with the New Century Band, which his wife and he had organized. More will
be said of the Irwins later on in this chapter.

The old institutions of the church not only flourished but multiplied
several times over. The Sunday School rapidly approached the thousand
mark, while the Women’s Missionary Work, established way back with the
beginning of the Mite Society, found new life and impetus. A Westminster
Girl’s band was organized in 1923, which supported not only missions but also
different religious agencies throughout the city.

The Woman’s Work Society, as indicated, was established in succession
to the Women’s Christian Association, to oversee all the varied activities
of women and girls in the church. This society became a regular hive of
activity—compassing all regular work among women and girls, the industrial
clubs, the girls gymnasium, and a multitude of activities.
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During Dr. Breed’s ministry, as stated in this history, the Central Chapel
at Forbes and Seneca united with First Church. Dr. Alexander’s wish was
also to revitalize this work and build a new chapel; chapel congregations be-
gan to dwindle at this time, however, so it seemed unwise to erect a new
building, and the chapel was merely repaired.

In 1912, Central Chapel decided to become an independent body and First
Church guaranteed them $500 a year for at least three years.

In 1906, not long after the dedication of the new sanctuary, the church
received two new members who were to leave their mark on the life and
work of the young people for half a century or more. Mr. and Mrs. John M,
Irwin of the First Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia transferred their mem-
bership to First Pittsburgh.

In their home church Mr. and Mrs. Irwin, a wealthy childless couple,
had dedicated themselves to youth work. They were especially interested in
an organization called the New Century Band, which had been in process of
formation in Philadelphia. It was a youth group specially programmed for
foreign missions. Seeing the need for such a young people’s organization they
established the New Century Band in the congregation.

The Irwins concentrated their great talents on this work and soon it
not only grew into a large organization, but branches of the New Century
Band were formed for younger age groups. The names used for these junior
groups of children interested in missions were those used during Dr. Scovel’s
ministry. Thus, there were again bands of Young Voyagers, Light Bearers,
Earnest Workers, etc., in the congregation.

The use of the old names was no doubt based on a good sense of tradition
and a desire to maintain continuity with the past. This naming system, how-
ever, tends to be a little confusing for the historian, the more so when later
another “Alexander Missionary Band” was formed, this time honoring the
name of the minister Dr. Maitland Alexander, whereas the “Alexander Band”
of Dr. Scovel’s day was called, as previously indicated, for Mrs. J. A. Alexander
of Mynpoorie, a missionary to India supported by First Church at that time.

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Irwin carried on this work during their lifetime,
and later Mr. Dudley Irwin and his bride from Bellevue, Miss Elizabeth
Oliver, also became diligent workers among the young people.

In 1907 the Womens’ Bible Class was formed by Miss Anna Chalfant
(Mrs. Walter S. Mitchell) ; later Mrs. D. L. Wilson and Miss Abigail Gerwig
were teachers, and Mrs. Jeremiah McLaughlin was one of its presidents.

At a much later date Mrs. Floyd E. Wallace was a president of the
Alexander Auxiliary.
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Fir.st PrF:sbyterian Church of Pittsburgh, with the Cadet Battalion, an organi-
zation simjlar to the Boys’ Brigade, forerunner of the Boy Scouts.

In a sense thig Organization grew out of Miss Denny’s Boys’ Clup, Three
hundred members of the Boys® Clubs could be handled by Miss Denny and
her men workers, but the latter found it diffcult without her authority. Thejr
masculine approach was to set up a para-military organization. [t worked

for a numper of years, though strange to say, the Boys’ Clubs continued
alongside it

The Reverend George J. Russell, assistant minister to Dr. Alexander,
founded First Church Cadet Corps. The uniforms Wwere regulation khaki with

campaign hat and leggings. The guns used were Springfield rifles of calibers
forty-five and fifty.

'Apparently many people felt, however, that 5 camping program should be
continued and that 5 camp site should he obtained,

. Mr. Arthur W, Bell, a former trustee of First Church who was interested
in work among young men and boys, often fished in Indian Creek, as he wasg a
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keen sportsman. In 1913 he Suggested that the Indian Creck site in Donegal
Township should be leased as a camp site.

From the point of view of Témoteness from civilization the site seemed
well-nigh perfect. Almost too perfect! For it was practically inaccessible.
The Indian Creek Valley Railway, however, agreed to transport campers
and their equipment by a railway unit that ran close by. So from 1914, First
Church had a regular campsite.

The campsite itself was ap almost impossible tangle of undergrowth,
briats, and brush, while along the river banks there was a pile-up of old
tree-stumps and driftwood.

Indian Creek became the first regular campsite of First Church, The
youthful energies so hard to contro] in the Cadet Corps now had an outlet, as
two years of labor was needed to clean up the area.

Other changes were made in the campsite, including dredging the creek,
throwing up a dam for a swimming pool, the piping of spring water to the
camping area, and the building of a frame shack. The Cadet Corps had
manifested weaknesses, but the camping program it initiated was to be a
prime asset to First Church in the years ahead.

The first Sunday of the new camp, Dr. Alexander set out in his car with
Dr. John Bell, the organist, to visit the camp. They went by the Lincoln

driving,

At that time Irwin was a ‘speed trap.” A day or two after Dr., Alexander
received a magistrate’s bill of fines amounting to $30.00—g§15 going and $15
coming back-—but Dr. Alexander said the trip to the camp was worth it.58
Unfortunately about twenty years later Dr. Bell and his wife were to die in

an automobile accident on the same Lincoln Highway. :

At a superficial glance one might assume that Dr. Alexander was simply
a gifted business administrator who saw a city’s needs and met them., One

Christian commitment and in a Spirit-filled ministry,

Dr. Maitland Alexander had promised that his pulpit would be a power-
house of the Word of God in Christ, He kept that promise. Let us listen to
some excerpts from his sermon on the “Second Call.” As we listen we may
gain some understanding of how dedicated leadership was recruited for the
church’s institutional program:
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‘And the word of the Lord came unto Jonah the sccond time,
saying, Arise, go unto Nineveh . ... Jonah 3:1 and 2.

A great city lay breathing out its need like the sighing wind
into the cars of a listening God . . . .

Nincveh needed God, and God heard the voice of her nced.
‘And God said unto Jonah, arisc and go unto Nincveh.’

But Jonah regarded himself as a patriot. Nineveh was Isracl's
cnemy. So Jonah went to Tarshish.

The subscquent events are common knowledge. God’s hand
was stretched out and wind and waves and Leviathan checked the
headlong flight of his messenger.

And God called Jonah a sccond time, saying, ‘Arise, go unto
Nineveh.’

There is no delay now . . . the prophet stalks through the
streets of Nineveh, preaching the gospel of repentance.

It was as if the breath of God had come upon the city fevered
with sin. From the King on the throne to the captive in the dungeon,
there was sack cloth and mourning. Nineveh was regencrated . . . .

I am sure there is not a man or woman who is a member of
this church who has not been called by God for the first time to
work through it for the evangelization of this city . . . .

But there is a large number who apparently have not respond-
ed....

To such the call of God comes a second time . . . .

Listen to the call of God as he makes it at the beginning of
this winter’s work and says, for a sccond time ‘Arise and go to
Ninevch.

. The Nincveh to which he sends you risecs upon the
horizon of your life, with its hundred towers and its scething lifec.
At the gate of your Nineveh there lies a cross. It must be borne
through its streets and into its homes, to its slums, and wherever
there are those who arc weary, heavy-laden, sin-sick and hopeless.
It must be carried though flesh and heart fail you. It is the city’s
only hope.

In His name T issuc to you this second call.?®

Such are brief extracts from one of Dr. Alexander’s sermons which gal-
vanized the lives of men and women to action in the widespread activities of
First Presbyterian Church. Without this preaching and the dedicated leadership
it inspired, the hopes and dreams for First Church would have floundered as
surely as did that ship of Tarshish.

In October, 1908, Dr. Maitland Alexander was called to the chair of
homiletics in Western Theological Seminary.

A call to seminary work had come to Scovel, to Paxton, to Purves, and to
Breed. All had accepted; some had regretted. As already stated, Paxton during
the Moody mission had openly sobbed before his students at the thought of
having given up his regular pulpit ministry; Purves returned to the pulpit
where he knew his greatest glory lay. Some had apparently profited. Scovel
and Breed both adorned their college chairs and were very happy there.

Dr. Herron and Dr. Alexander alone, up to this time stayed with First
Church to become dynamic ministers who left in the city of Pittsburgh a spir-
itual momentum which continued long after their life work had ended.
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THE MARY McMASTERS JONES PULPIT
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In 1908 also it had been decided that Central Chapel would continue as
an independent organization sponsored for three years by First Church with
a grant of $500 a year. Most of the members later joined First Church including
the leading elder and his wife; Mr. and Mrs. George R. Aufderheide.

In 1910, the First Church congregation lost by death Dr. Richard G.
Herron and, in 1911, James I.. Marshall, both devoted ruling elders; and
within a few years Mr. John C. McCombs, whose wife was a daughter of the
famous Reverend Doctor Elisha Pope Swift.

During much of Maitland Alexander’s ministry the Creed War, as it was
termed in the newspapers, raged throughout the country. The minister of
First Church took a clear and forthright stand. He maintained the crux of
the controversy to be a conflict between the disciples of naturalism and those
who believe in the supernatural.

In a series of sermons on “Debated Religious Questions of Today” he
dealt with distinctive doctrines of the Presbyterian Church: Jesus, His Virgin
Birth; Jesus, His Atoning Death; Jesus, His Resurrection; including many
other fundamentals of the faith,

In 1914 when Billy Sunday came to Pittsburgh as evangelist, Dr. Alexander
worked successfully to obtain a great deal of mission support from fellow
ministers. He sat each night on the platform in the big tabernacle in front of
Carnegie Institute. On each Tuesday and Thursday during the Billy Sunday
Campaign a Women’s Committee organized special services. These services
continued after the mission was over, becoming the Thursday Noon Club for
Business Women in First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh. The services still
are conducted at 12:15 p.m. and are so large they have to be held in the
sanctuary. Their growth has been steady over the years. From the beginning a
cafeteria-type meal has been available.

At this time a valuable addition was made to the sanctuary. Up to 1915
the Painter Pulpit was the only pulpit in the church.

On Easter Sunday 1915 there was dedicated in the First Presbyterian
Church of Pittsburgh, what most surely must be one of the most decorative
and graceful pulpits in an American church,

This was the Mary McMasters Jones Pulpit, given as Dr. Alexander ex-
pressed it, “as a memorial to Mary McMasters Jones, a member of the First
Presbyterian Church, by her children, in loving memory of her long life, her
devotion to this church, her simple faith in Jesus Christ her Savior, and the
graces and virtues which adorned her life as wife, mother and friend.”t"

Dr. Alexander continued:

It makes a great difference what any pulpit stands for in a Church . . . . |
charge you, the members of this Church, to see to it that when my work has
been finished in this Church, that no man shall ever stand here as its minister
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who does not believe in and preach an inspired and infallible Bible, g living
Christ who is God, and the Cross and shed Blood, the only way of everlasting
life. Let no graces of speech, executive ability or power, charm of diction of
literary equipment obscure the paramount qualification for a minister of this
Church, namely that he shall be true to the Bible, to all the standards of the
Presbyterian Church, to the Deity of God’s only Begotten Son and Salvation
through His Precious Blood alone.61

In 1930 cathedral lamps were installed in the sanctuary as a memorial to

Mrs. Anne Chalfant Mitchel] by her sisters and husband, Mr. Walter S. Mitchell, -

a trustee of First Church.

town congregation, and one steeped in tradition at that.

On the following Sunday morning he preached what may have been the
most inspiring sermon in his preaching ministry—jts title “The Religion of the
Burning Heart” was from St. Luke 24:32, “Did not our hearts burn within us,
while he talked with us by the way, and while he opened to s the scriptures?”

Indeed those lights were going out, and the world would be g vastly different
place when they were again lighted.

leaders of industry, especially the stee] men, made theijr contribution in greater
industrial efficiency and output, The working people of Pittsburgh, many of
whom were in the church and its clubs, strove for greater productivity,

Dr. Alexander’s gift as a dynamic speaker, whether in money drives or in
the sale of Liberty bonds was in’ constant demand. Pictures of him appear again
and again in the newspapers, the best-known showing him standing a dramatic
figure on top of a massive armoured tank set up in Forbes Field,

As the war intensified, more and more members of the congregation became
deeply involved. Familieg soon had sons or husbands in the Army. Three
hundred men of First Presbyterian Church Pittsburgh were bearing arms before
the war was over. Eight sons of the congregation died on the battlefield before
it ended.

During the latter part of the war “Service News,” a monthly publication
owned and published by the church, was issued.,

One of the greatest public services of the church was the noonday meetings.
During the spring of 1918, with the last great German offensive, these services
became the “Prayer for Victory” series. At noon time the latest bulletin from
the front was presented, scripture was read and g twenty minute talk by
Maitland Alexander followed.

What a Soldier Expects From the Home Line
Peace Without Victory

What Can the Man of Forty Do?

The Wives of Soldiers

at the deck of the coke ovens or tapping hole of the blast furnace, at the rolls
of the mills, at the lathes of the machine shops.

In the early days of the war Maitland Alexander visited the training camps
and helped build Up morale there, When the Wwar reached its crescendo the

large gatherings of men,

His first letter dated December 4, 1918 reads:
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I arrived in France two days before the Armistice was declared, which
brevented me from seeing any of the real fighting. 1 was in Paris the morning
the Armistice was signed, and at the beginning of the firing of one hundred and
one guns I was standing in the Place de I"Opera. Paris was going about its
business ag usual, but when the guns began to be fired . . | streets filled , , | |
I saw women on their knees dressed in black praying on the streets, I saw
crippled soldiers being carried by others in a kind of parade up and down the

Hospital wrote in 1969 of the opening of the second hospital:

- .. the new hospital was opened in 1904, dye largely to efforts of the
Reverend Dy, Maitland Alexander ip raising funds for construction. 65

n the evening all the great opera singers
in Paris stood op the steps of the Opera and led a crowd of about twenty-five
thousand people in the singing of the “Marseillaise.” It was a touching sight,
which I will not forget.63
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The Women’s Auxiliary of the hospital, called originally “The Ladies’

clock in the afternoon he was set “to make and give
hot chocolate to a thousand English, French and American prisoners who were

returning from Germany through the lines.” He tells us:

I have never made chocolate in such quantities before or served it so long,
But the gratitude with which it was received made the work easy. I slept that
night in a roofless room with a fireplace, where I made a roaring fire, but stayed
awake almost a]l night to keep it going b4

When in 1936, Allegheny General Hospital dedicated their third hospital
building, known as “the Skyscraper Hospital,” it was Dr. Maitland Alexander
who presided as President of the Board of Directors of the Hospital. The
maternity department of Allegheny Genera] was built with money given by

It is not surprising that the new chaplain developed a severe cold which
" ' Mrs. Alexander Laughlin, Jr 66

plagued him ajl winter,

On Thanksgiving Day morning Dr, Alexander spoke in a stable yard to

. ; : Dr. Alexander retired in 1927 from t i ini i
an audience of ahout a thousand soldiers. He was billeted at the house of the m the active SIS, but continued fo

write a considerable amount of materjal for religious journals until his death
in 1940,

torship of the religious work in the Army of Occupation with headquarters in Israel?”

Coblenz, Germany. Here he organized services regularly attended by congrega- The text was wel] chosen, for Maitland Alexander was a truly great man,
tions of two thousand men. He had hymnbooks printed, as the troops had none, big in body, big in heart, and big in vision. He was always working, always
Added to his preaching duties was the responsibility for six thousand meals a creating, always achieving,

After the war Dr. Maitland Alexander’s great ministry continued in Pitts-
burgh. He was deeply concerned with all that touched the life of the city and
very much involved in jts activities.
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As you enter the doors which open onto the center aisle of the sanctuary,
inscribed above your head are the words:

Jn memory of the huilder of this church
1905
1867 - Maitland Alexander, BLA., LA, - 1940
“d anr the door: by me if any naw enter in, he shall be safed.”

When you leave the sanctuary by the center aisle door, beneath the arch
are carved these words:

Jn memory of the minister of this chureh
1899-1927
Muitland Alexander, BB, 3B,

“He preached unto thenr Jesus and the resurvection”
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN

The Church with the Bachelor Minister

The call of Dr. Clarence Edward Macariney to the First Presbyterian
Church of Pittsburgh differed in several respects from the calls by the
congregation to previous ministers.

First, there was no time gap between the ministry of Dr. Maitland
Alexander and his successor.

Second, Dr. Macartney was somewhat older than most First Church
ministers when he received the call. He was forty-eight.

Assembly was front line news in national and indeed, world newspapers.

Maitland Alexander had recommended his friend Clarence Macartney to

of the new minister,

Clarence E. Macartney was born September 18, 1879, in the little town of
Northwood, Ohio, where his father was a minister of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church, a covenanting body of rigid Calvinistic and conservative beliefs,

Shortly after Clarence’s birth his father became professor of Natural
Science at Geneva College. As a result, the boy had an interesting and evocative
childhood at Beaver Falls—acquiring a stern, Calvinistic theology and at the
same time developing a deep sensitivity to nature and the world around him.!

The most potent human influence in Clarence Macartney’s life was
undoubtedly that of his mother. Mts. McCartney was something of a writer,
having published a book on Jesus Christ, “The Hero of the Ages.”> Her son
inherited her interest in writing, along with her vivid imagination. He also
came to possess her instinct for a good title and her sense for the dramatic, The
daughter of a wealthy Scots family she came to the United States to marry her
American husband and live in a small rural town,

Clarence’s father, Dr., John Longfellow McCartney suffered ill-health, and
after the family lived for periods in California and Denver, the son went to the
University of Wisconsin. Here he began to exhibit his gifts as an orator in
intervarsity debates.

After a year of travel in Europe Clarence Macartney became a reporter on
the Beaver Times. Here, with his already graphic style in writing, he gained
added lucidity and a taste for strong titles and headlines.
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By this time Clarence’s three brothers were all ordained ministers, He
himself always had an inclination toward the ministry, and eventually found

himself as a seminarian in Princeton.

After his first pastorate in Paterson, New Jersey, Clarence E. Macartney

Wwas called to Arch Street Presbyterian Church, Philadelphia.

It was in Arch Street that he first preached what was to become his most

famous sermon, “Come Before Winter,” which with various alterations and
emendations he preached every October henceforth.

It was in Arch Street that he began a radio ministry,

It was in Arch Street that he answered Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick’s

sermon, “Shall the Fundamentalists Win?” with a sermon entitled, “Shall
Unbelief Win7?+73

Furthermore, it was as minister of Arch Street that he set in motion,
through the Philadelphia Presbytery, an overture to the General Assembly
asking that the Presbytery of New York see to it that the preaching in the pulpit
of its First Church conform to Presbyterian standards.¢ '

The overture was, of course, aimed at Dr. Henry Emerson Fosdick:
was to have widespread effects,

This last act set in motion a controversy which raged nationwide and

roused friend and foe alike, Among the former was Dr. J, Gresham Machen of
Princeton,

At the General Assembly of 1923, in Indianapolis, Dr. Macartney as
moderator of the conservative Philadelphia

Thus the new minister of First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh, before
he was called to the church, was recognized as a standard bearer and doughty
f:hampion for conservative Presbyterianism, Dy, Macartney had been involved
In many controversies; he would be involved in many more.

First Church’s new minister was a confirmed bachelor. At first he lived in
a large house on the North Side of Pittsburgh. Here he held many parties for
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church groups. Later he moved to the Duquesne Club directly opposite the
church, staying in one of its apartments for the rest of his ministry.,

Free from the responsibilities to a wife or family, and with a fairly large

income—from the sale of his many books, his private means, and his salary—

to church work.

Dr. Macartney, in 1924, began the publication of TuE FirsT CHURCH
LIFE, a magazine which continues to the present day. It was issued monthly,
and besides containing the minister’s letter and one of his sermons, it gave news
of congregational activity.

In Paterson and Arch Street, Dr. Macartney had worked out certain tech-
niques of ministry, which were now to stand him in good stead in Pittsburgh.

He used dramatic titles, and preached in serial form—yet made each
sermon a self-contained unit. His sermons were carefully and purposefully
Bible-oriented. Indeed his plan was to let the Bible speak for itself in the
language of the twentieth century; he simply strove to highlight texts and
passages of scripture with word-painting and inspired imagination, which never
strayed far from the spirit of the Word.

At the beginning of his ministry in First Church Dr, Macartney wrote out
his sermons. Later he learned to dictate them to his secretaries, Mrs. Ruth
Tabler, Miss Henrietta Lees, and Miss Edith Thompson, He was later to dedicate
his book The Making of a Minister “to Ruth, Etta and Edith—fellow laborers
in the Gospel.”

works on Lincoln, the Civil War, and on Pittsburgh and its vicinity, were some
fifty in all.

The new minister advertised his sermons, not merely in the Press, but also
had cards printed and displayed by those members of his congregation who had
a shop, or even a household window looking onto a busy street. Clarence
Edward Macartney liked to reach out to the throngs on the city pavements.

Dr. Macartney also valued the psychological value of lighting, and saw to it
that there were many high wattage light bulbs placed strategically around the
church. “Let there be light” was his motto. OId Dr. Herron who advertised
his services for early candlelight and used O’Hara’s chandelier as a drawing
centerpiece, would have appreciated that.
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Dr, Macartney understood the normal congregation’s interest in all that
pertained to love, courtship, and marriage. He preached one of his best sermon

series on “The Way of a Man with a Maid_” As the financial situation Wworsened the church had o cut back on its

spending, and staff salaries had to be reduced. Dr. Macartney insisted, against
the wishes of the trustees, that his salary be cut ten percent along with the
others.

Anderson carried on an especially Christ-like ministry of caring and helping.
In a multitude of ways the women of the congregation also made life easier for

those hurt by the unhappy economic situation,
conservative Protestant had much more in common with his Roman Catholic
brethren than with liberalism,

Though many Roman Catholics—and especially their clergy—liked Dr,
Macartney, all dig not feel the same way.

h 1931 there were eighty-four retired ministers receiving
substantial help as a result of Virginia McKee’s generosity, and many were saved
from destitution in their old age.”

A member of the congregation told him g true story related to her by a
Roman Catholic friend,

The loca] priest at a Lenten Service was exhorting his parishioners to
greater faithfulness, telling them they were in danger of losing ground to the
Protestants.

“There are,” he said, “Murphys and McKnights and Donahues in the

pews of Protestant churches, Yes, even worse than that, we have our men i

the pulpits of the Protestant churches. In ope of them there is a Macartney;
think of that)”

In 1929 the congregation had celebrated the centennial of its missionary
societies, looking back to 1829, when the three school girls, Mary Jane Craig,
Hannah Laughlin, and Susan Irwin, started to sell penwipers at five cents apiece
to their schoolmates and were dubbed the “Mite Society” by a teacher. They
raised $30, however, for the Reverend William Thompson starting at that time

Dr. Macartney with 5 more intimate knowledge of Irish genealogy than
the long-exiled Irish priest remarked:

1t is my opinion that my Ulster Scots forebears would turn in thejp graves
if they could hear this identification of the Macartneys with the McCartys!6
In 1930 the Reverend Harold J. Ockenga came to First Church as assistant

to Dr, Macartney. The two men had much in common ang worked wel]
together,

By 1929, almost a quarter of a million dollars had been raised by the
women of First Church.8 Their 1929 budget was $8,000—and that in 4 time of

As a near fundamentalist the doctor was often concerned lest the Presby-
terian Church should become so heavily involved in social action that it might
lose sight of its theological Ccommitment,

Jane F. Brooks; and one as a memorial to Mrs, John W. Chalfant by her
daughters,

At the centennial of the “Mite Society” it was noted that the Denny, the
Bailey and Robinson families (whose descendants sat in the same pew for a
hundred twenty-five years) the Morgan, Dalzell, Davis and Laughlin families
were still represented in the church.?
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Honorable Harmar Denny, ruling elder of First Church; with Dy Swift, who

gave his life .to the work, as corresponding Secretary; and with Dy, Francis
Herron as chairman of the executive committee,

It was inevitabje that Korean life and culture shoy]
background to the Assembly in 1937 10 A Korean village
men of First Church, with 5 patient mule driven round

d become part of the'
mill was bujlt by the
and round to provide

_Dr. Macartney strongly supported Dr. Machen’s bid for Westminster

s Philadelphia as a substitute teachin
, g ground
for what was now called by fundamentaljggs the “liberal-tainted” Princeton,

of Princeton, he resigned to become g director of the new seminary and gave its
first commencement addresg,

One of the most dramatic of these occasions oceurred at the General
Assembly held in Baltimore. Dr. Macartney had just made a brilliant but
controversial speech and the atmosphere was tense,

Suddenly his brother Albert went to the microphone and began:
“Mr. Moderator, fathers, and brethren, and Brother Clarence.”

That broke the tension and evoked applause. He continued,

Clarence is all right, friends. The only trouble is he is not married. If
that old bachelor would get married he would not have much time to look after
other people’s theology. (Laughter and applause.)

When Clarence and I were boys, brought up in an old Pennsylvania home,
Mother had us Say our prayers at her knee, Then she took Clarence in her
arms and sang him to sleep, singing ‘Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me!’, then sang
for me “There is a Fountain Filled with Blood.’

We did not know what the words meant then, but we knew that Mother
loved us and that Christ died for us. If Mother should come back to us now
there would still be room for Clarence and myself at her knees, and I believe
there is room for him and me, and for all of us at the altar of this Mother
Church of ours.

As Edgar DeWitt Jones, who reported this incident in American Preachers
Of Today, said:

The spirit of this episode, the commingling of humor and pathos, the good
sense of it, and the love of it, melted the Assembly. All the jce went out, and
suffused with a glow of brotherliness and tolerance the session came to a truly
climactic close. Brother Clarence’s eyes were wet, and his hand clasped many
another hand that night in fraternal grip. For Clarence Edward Macartney is a
sensitive human being as well as a fighting fundamentalist.11%

Dr. Macartney also showed this kindly sensitivity in his relations with
Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick who, in his autobiography, refers to Dr., Macartney’s

honesty, fairness, and courtesy in the conservative-liberal controversy,

To those who knew Dr. Macartney only as a controversial figure in
Assembly it always came as a surptise to find that at parties with close friends,
he became a happy-go-lucky extrovert whose greatest delight was to play
charades.

The minister of First Church also vigorously opposed strong drink, was
an ardent supporter of prohibition, and fought relentlessly against the repeal of

preached to crowded and enthusiastic audiences. “Shall the Nation Turn Back?”
was one of the most famous of his sermons, preached in First Church on Sunday
night of May 18, 1930.

During the ministty of Dr. Macartney, various plans were made for adding
to the church facilities, At one time there was even a dream of an elaborate

*From American Preachers Of Today by Edgar DeWitt Jones, copyright, 1933, by the
Bobbs-Merrill Company, Inc., R, 1961, reprinted by permission of the publisher.
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o~ veavuce wnich would include 5 large Swimming poo]. These'
dreams, however, did not materialize, Perhaps it was just as well, as this larg
d

addition planned o engulf and enclose the cha
’ pel, would have a
top-heavy behind the churep, Ppeare

Pr. Macartney, in spite of hig stern outward appearance was an incorrigip]
Practical joker, and April first wag always a red-letter day for him, especially ;
he had a new assistant. He had 5 habit of sending the youthful minister out tg

Visit a Mr, and Mrs. Lyons in Highland Park, Eventually, after a fruitless hour

'the raw assistant would find that the only lions in Highland Park Were in cageg
1 the zoologica] gardens,

deeper involvement can be gauged from the reply of a junior to the question:
“What does Camp Almono do for you?”” She said: “(I) take home from Camp
Almono the thought to live a happy and simple life like Jesus did when he
was ten.”

Dr. Macartney was always happy when one of his women Secretaries baked
ch of home cog

a bat kies and Jeft afew on g
. plate on her desk near the g
of his office, He would take one and nibb]e o jt at leisure, o

. . Researchers Dr. William Wilson McKinney and Dr., Thomas C. Pears, Jr.,
One April first the girls decided ¢ substitute hot pepper for flour,

found that the First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh had a much longer

history than had been supposed—going back to pre-Revolutionary times, as
late for an appointment, He , . : proved by the diaries and journals of the day, and also by the requests for
his office, grabbed a cookie it i i ; . . supplies now discovered in the minutes of the Donegal Presbytery.

On March 2, 1935, 5 special meeting of trustees agreed to publish a history
of the First Presbyterian Church, which would be written by Dr. Pears.

On April 8, 1935, Dy, Macartney reported that Dr. Pears of Philadelphia
could not proceed with the work on account of illness, and the history was

The boys indefinitely postponed.

minister of the congregation. The name A
a composite word made up of the beginni
Ttvers—Allegheny, Monongahela, and Ohio,

During the Sesquicentennial M. John Bell, who was not only the church
organist, but a beloved elder deeply involved in the youth work of the con-
gregation, was honored with a doctorate of music, conferred by the University
of Pittsburgh,

A year later at 2:30 pm. on a Saturday afternoon when Dr. Macartney
was leaving the church, he pointed to Dr. Bell sitting at the console, practic-
ing hard. The pastor turned to the assistant and said: “There is an example
and inspiration for you. If all preachers prepared their work in the pulpit
as thoroughly and as painstakingly as Mr. Bell does for his work at the organ,
the standard of preaching would be elevated 14 |

Although Dy, Macartney was a strict Sabbatarian, he
that Sunday shoulg be a day of dullness, or that the energies of young people
should pe bottled up on that day, So there wag SWimming op Sunday I;t 51e
camp. Some explained that Sunday differeq from the other days in that “the dip”
In the river “differ from the week day Swimming period as i .

did not believe

Two hours later tragedy struck. On the Lincoln Highway at 4:30 p.m.,
Dr. Bell and his wife were killed in an automobile crash. :

Condolences poured in, among them a long letter of sympathy from
George C, Stebbins, the author of “Saved by Grace.” M. Stebbins had intro-
duced Mrs. Bell in her youth to Dwight L. Moody, who used her on occasion
as a contralto soloist at his conferences, 15
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A memorial to John A, Bell, on the north wall of the church, was unveiled

by Dr. Maitland Alexander, December 20, 1937.

It was during Dr, Macartney’s ministry that the Men’s Tuesday Noon
Club began to meet officially in the First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh on
November 4, 1930,

The club, however, had a prior history. My, Roberdean Kegg recounted
in effect the following:

From about 1922 onwards a group of men had been accustomed to meet
in the cafeteria of McCann’s butter and €gg store, situated at the corner of
Diamond and Market, Messrs. Kefauver, Charlie Dixon, Edward C, MecCabe,
Bob Alderdice, George O, M. Johnston, a Mr. Andrews from Sewickley and
Bob Kegg were among the eighty members of this group. Mr. Kefauver had
been a superintendent of Boggs and Buhl’s store and had left that position to
become manager of McCann’s market,

As time went by and the financia] situation improved, a few of the men
would meet and have lunch together. Various suggestions for a meeting place
were made. All were too expensive,

a group be formed in First Church and was happy to supervise it. So it was

Mr. Ockenga.

Robert Gibson, long-time and greatly Joved, elder of First Church, and
manager of the Presbyterian Book Store, was an active member of this group.

The early meetings were held in the unfinished and inappropriate base.
ment downstairs, This part of the building wag used by the boys for basket.

17a

ball and was suitable for little else. The New wing addition and renovation
was not to come until Dr, Lamon¢’ ministry,

The first Tuesday Noon luncheon meeting was held i the basement at
twelve o'clock. Tables were Sct out and some of the women of the church
brought the food in thejr cars, which they parked on Oljver Avenue. The chauf-
feurs carried in trays and 5 milk bucket, At first the meal consisted of a sand-
wich, a bowl of soup, a glass of milk, and a picce of hot apple pie,

The membership soon grew to fifty.

After lunch the Eroup went to the back of the chapel and sang a few
hymns under the leadership of the Reverend Harold Ockenga. Then Dr.
Macartney—or more often an invited speaker—gave a tep minute address.

Eventually it was found that a better atmosphere and continuity was
maintained with Dr. Macartney as the regular speaker, giving ten minute
talks in serial form.

The leaders of the group began a drive for new members. Under theijr
leadership almost every office and building in Pittsburgh was canvassed. Special
attention was given to the department stores and high rise offices. A card was
presented to the management in each casc and a request made for the canvasser
to come in and invite the men of the company to attend the noon service.1¢

With such leadership and devotion the ground floor of the main sanc-
tuary was soon fairly wel] filled,

One of the weirdest events in the history of First Church took place in
March, 1936. Dr. Macartney, who was out west that week, said later:
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all Pittsburgh, its First Church included. It was the day of the big flood. A
eporter in FIRst CHURrcy LiFE gives a vivid description:

it was a different story. The water had damaged the church sanctuary in
Pittsburgh on one occasion; at the camp disastrous floods were continuous
during these years, because of lack of flood control.,

b

the camp. He was succeeded by Dr., John A. Bell. With Dr. Bell’s tragic death,
Dr. Frank R. Bailey took charge of the work. The church was fortunate to

h
B

on, the early years of the camp at Ligonier.19

IT anyone had told me when [ left Pittsburgh in the early part of March,
that I woulq buy a newspapcr in Los Angeles and Sec a picture of a boat ip
front of (he church | would have said that he was g subject for a lunatic
asylum; and Yet so it came to pass.17

Wednesday, March 17, 1936, was a memorable and unfortunate day fo,:

(By) 10:30 am, . . . an irregular expanse of water, somewhat resembling
the map of Australia, had spread over the surface of the basement floor. In
another hour the flogr Wwas covered and by noon rubber boots were instyle . ., , |
A Friday Night Girls’ Club Puppet was having rather g wet time of it on one of
the bowling alleys, having floated al] the way from g cupboard at the opposite
end. At 3:30 the clectric clock weng off. The two gallons of milk which was
to have been given to the nursery children of the Mothers’ Meeting was served
to policemen jnstead | . ..

Outside by noon Sixth Avenuc was lined with awe-struck spectators.
The lone traffic cop at the corner of Sixth and Wood, with no traffic to direct
but pieces of driltwood, stood in water above his kpees, Later on a boat
appcared in mid-street, and one of our Oliver Avenue neighbors was seen to
take it with a bundle of sandwiches to hijs Store on Liberty Avenue. The
cameras . , . were clicking away, with now and then the singing hum of a
movie (camera) . , . .

After the flood waters had receded the city was covered with muddy
sediments and filthy debris. The church basement Was a sorry sight.
composition floor covering had risen up in mighty waves, the bowling alleys
ripped up as if by some mighty hand, the kitchen trampled by a hungry giant,
the organ motor and blower impaired, the parking alley outside looking shel]

torn . ., 18
The damage to the church premises was estimated at $20,000.

The flood damage at the church was quickly repaired, but at the camp

At the beginning of Dr, Macartney’s ministry, Mr. John E, Woods had
een chairman of the institutional committee which superintended the work of

ave a gifted medical doctor in this position for there were obvious health
azards in the first two camps during this prolonged period of flooding. Dr.
ailey, however, supervised both Indian Creek and Somerfield camps and later

At this time the flood situation at Indian Creek became critical. The

girls’ camp director, Miss Edith Nelson, gives one report:

Camp Almono, our Girls Camp, was outstanding this year in many re-
spects, including electric, hail and wind storms, and rampant water . , | |

After an impressive closing ceremony around the camp fire, when a bright
moon lit up the campus, a terrific storm broke and Playful Indjan Creek,
after having been so friendly during the entire hot month, suddenly angered
and came raging up over the flood walls to tent floors. The campers were
awakened out of sound sleep to pack their blankets and as day was dawning,
carry them across the trestle. Never a complaint as, in the rain, the huge
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duffel bags, bulging suitcases and oilcloth wrapped blankets were literally
dragged across the campus and trestle, yet all the while the girls singing,
‘TDONT WANNA GO HOME.’20

 the Upper Youghiogheny River, two and a half miles south of Somerfield,
: adjacent to the National Pike,

Robert D. Dalzell, William McElderry, and Dr. Frank R. Bailey drove the

“seventy miles out of Pittsburgh with Dr. Macartney to see it

The purchase price of the farm was $14,000. A large (:linin'g.hall, thirty
by one hundred feet, was soon being erected. We use this dining hall. at
our present camp. Sewage disposal and lighting were installed. These im-
provements took another $11,000, making a total of $?5,000. A .well 110
feet deep was drilled to provide water for adequate' sanitary conditions. Dr,
Bailey paid tribute to his helpmates, G. R, Aufderheide and T. D. McCloskey,
who were active with him in the work 2!

There was much rejoicing at the opening of the new camp, but heavy
shadows were already lengthening across Germany, across Europe, and eventu-
ally across the world.

An era was passing away, and as if to underline this fact came the deaths
of some of the most gracious and devoted leaders of First Church,

One of the first to die was Mr. Jacob Painter, Jr. It was he Wh'O gave the
beautiful central pulpit, a near replica of Dr. Paxton’s earlier one, in memory
of his parents, Jacob and Mary Hays Painter.

Then May 10, 1938, Frank Chew Osburn died, a large good-looking man
with a florid face; he was eighty-two and long time ruling elder.

On March 23, 1939, came the death of Harry J. Peairs, for many years
chief usher of the congregation, and secretary and treasurer of the Sunday
School. His memorial is on the wall of the church next to Trinity Cathedral.

On March 31, 1939, at his home in Sewickley, Charles A. Painter died.
He had been almost forty years a member of the Board of Trustees. A grand-
son of J. L. Painter, he had married Ettie Speer and with her formed a h.us-
band and wife team giving invaluable service in the work of the congregation
during the ministries of Drs. Purves, Breed, Alexander, and Macartney. He had
played a large part in building the new sanctuary.

Next to die was Mrs. David L. Wilson on April 13, 1939. She was an
able and faithful Bible teacher, succeeding Mrs, Walter S. Mitchell as teacher
of the Women’s Bible Class. Her husband, D. L. Wilson, a ruling elder, had
predeceased her in 1929, At that time the session had written of him, “The
influence of his life, in his home and among his associates elsewhere, can-
not end with the ending of his earthly life, but will continue to bring forth
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fruit through the coming years.” That was a true word. The Wilson’s tich
legacy to the church lies in their two daughters, Helen and Ruth, in whop
the mother’s gift as a Bible expositor, and the father’s gift of Christian leader.
ship has been multiplied in Christ. :

In March 1940, Miss Eleanor G. Park, one of the finest personal workerg

the church has known, died. She left as a memorial a thousand little acts of

kindness and love, unremembered by her, but treasured by many people.

In November 1940, Mr. John E. Woods, a leader in the session and g
close personal friend of Dr. Maitland Alexander, also died.

In January 1940, Dr. Maitland Alexander had died,

The trumpets must have been sounding loud and long on that other shore'

at the turn of the 1930-40 decade.

Trumpets of a very different kind were sounding, and feet set on a very

different goal were already marching in Europe. The air-raid sirens were -
screaming as the Nazi armies Were goose-stepping across Europe. Hitler’s

new age of the braggart and blitzkreig, the concentration camp and the crema-
torium had dawned—the miasma of it was spreading across the far horizons,

Meanwhile Japan was sinking the British Navy in the South Pacific, and -

preparing secretly for Pearl Harbor.

Dr. Macartney wrote in his congregational letter at this time:

When we see what is going on in other parts of the world, certainly
it behooves America to strengthen her defenses. With a great army and navy,
no one will dare to attack us,

but we rejoice that jt is in preparation, not for engaging in war, but to keep
us out of war and from an attack by a hostile nation.22

Never was Dr. Macartney farther off target in his prophecy. On December
7, 1941, came Pearl Harbor and America was at war.

s

serving devastated areas in Middlesborough, Bristol, and London. The name
“First Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh” was spelled out near the door in small

but distinct letters. It told the people of Britain that Christians in America
‘cared 23

And soon there were many members from the First Presbyterian Church
of Pittsburgh “over there”—before the war ended three hundred members,

A number of First Church members Iost their lives in the conflict: Fire-
man Charles O, Markle, Jr., Sgt. David H. Van Dyke, Sgt. Arthur F. Schmunk,

Cpl. Robert R, Ross, Lt. Albert W. Swan, Jr., Cpl. David Dewalt, and Paul E.
Taylor.28
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Soon letters were coming into First Church from such addresses as Some-

o where in England, Survivor’s Camp, US.S, Jaguar, USS. Hudson, Some-
- where in India, Sardinia, and Somewhere in Italy. The addresses record the
" movement of battle,

As the war progressed our people followed with prayers the progress of
American forces, especially in Africa and Italy and at sea,

Then with the build-up of G. . troops in Northern Ireland and Britain,
tension mounted.. D-Day was awaited, Dr. Macartney wrote, “A letter to
those in the Armed Forces,” concluding with these words:

You will be interested to know that as soon as D-Day strikes, the
day for the invasion of the continent of Europe by the armies now massed in
Great Britain, we have arranged to have g prayer service conducted from the
Street Pulpit. The Church will be open every day also, for prayer and medita-
tion. This will let you know that we are not forgetting you at home. Com-
mending you to the care of God,

Faithfully yours,
Clarence E. Macartney=6

In anticipation of D-Day the Wednesday Noon Service started (12:30-
12:55) and has continued every Wednesday since, linked with the Wednesday
Prayer Meeting, the latter being one of the oldest meetings of the church, begun
in Dr. Herron’s time. There is a period of silent player and time for prayer
requests at this service, The women’s half-hour prayer meeting immediately
follows the service.

V.E. DAY—MAY 8, 1945
Dr. Macartney Conducts Service from Street Pulpit
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The war came to an end with the devastation and capture of Berlin. S¢:
dawned V. E,. Day—cold, but bright and clear. Multitudes crowded aroun
the front of First Church where they were handed printed programs which hg
been in readiness for almost a year. After music was relayed from the organ’
loft, Dr. Macartney spoke from the Geneva pulpit on the text, Daniel 4:26
“The Heavens Do Rule.” A second service was held in the church at night..

from the beaches of Normandy and the islands of the Pacific
camp site,

The Wiley Byer’s farm damaged by the floods of the late 1930’ was used
for five seasons. The United States Government, wanting the site for g flood
control dam, offered $34,000. The offer was accepted, as much of the move-
able equipment could be retained.

Dr. Frank R. Bailey was particularly anxious to get a firstclass site,
In his report to session at the end of 1941 he said:

In closing this report, may I take the liberty to inject a personal ob-
servation. Monday evening of this week I again had the pleasure to see the
movies of our Camp in action last summer. As we watched the happy, eager
faces of all these hundreds of boys and girls and young people, I could not
keep from reflecting that here are the Church Leaders for tomorrow in the
making and that if it takes some $40,000 to kill an enemy soldier in this war,
surely our First Church should feel privileged to spend approximately an equal
amount in saving not one but many human souls, not to mention other untold
possibilities resulting directly and indirectly from the facilities of our Church
Camp 27

THE WHITE HOUSE

The property (since added to) was 180 acres, some level bottom land, some
open rolling country, and much forest. On the site was a barn which could be
used as a recreation hall,

This farm is believed to be Ebenezer Denny’s Revolutionary War grant
or part of it. If so, it is peculiarly fitting that almost two centuries later his
estate should be used to train the young people of the church he loved.

The special feature of the new camp site was the large Denny summer
home which became known as “The White House.” Women of the church
provided furnishings and rugs; thus the White House was to be a joy to all
campers for a quarter of a century.
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One feature was not new. That was the thirty by one hundred feet dining
‘fiall which was transported from the Wiley Byer’s Farm and reconstructed
on the new site. It is still in use. Later an area was excavated beneath it for
- aporch.
A swimming pool was provided and trees transplanted from the nursery
-of pines above the White House to line cach side of the way down from the
- dining room to the pool.

After the war came the involvement of the church in the New Life
- Movement which led to the rekindling of spiritual fervor among young people.
" These were the days of great hymn singing and deep friendship. The Chapel
~ Hour fellowship was organized by the Reverend J. Clyde Henry in 1941, for
the benefit of an older group than the Young People’s Society.

_ Also there were Sunday night after-services for hymn singing and social
- fellowship, hot chocolate, and crackers.

The Thursday Noon Club for Business Women continued to flourish
under the leadership of Mrs. John M, Phillips, chosen as American Mother
of the Year in 1944 by the Golden Rule Foundation.

Mrs. Justus Steinhilper did much of the work among young girls. Mrs.
G. O. M. Johnston led the sewing class; Mr. William C. Albertson was a
long-time Bible teacher.

Mrs. Harry C. Brandt led the Mary and Martha class, so called because
there were so many sisters members of it. Mrs. Mamie Long, known to
thousands of children in First Church as Aunt Mamie, ran the nurseries of
the church. Miss Madge B. Anderson directed Mothers’ Club with a happy
and gracious spirit which endeared her to its membership.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Wick carried on a dedicated ministry to lonely
people in state institutions, and salvaged many who found themselves in
trouble in police courts.

A Boy Scout Troop, No. 5 Golden Triangle District, was organized by
Clyde Henry, with Glen Close, a member of the Troop Committee, and the
Scoutmaster Bill Lauer and the Assistant Scoutmaster Logan Bailey.

Members of the congregation provided cabins at the camp site and a
road was put in leading up to them. Two hard tennis courts were laid out.

When Dr. Frank R. Bailey and his son Logan became the first father
and son team from First Church to join the armed forces, Dr. DeWitt Hall
became chairman of the camp committee and remained in that office for
twenty-one years.

The Reverend Clyde Henry, very active at the camp, did much to establish
its programs.

In the early summer of 1948 Dr. Macartney became seriously ill and was
out of the church and pulpit for almost a year, not returning until May 1949,
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when he preached one of his most famous sermons, “I Went into Arabig

During this time Dr. Macartney began to realize that his physical hea]
was seriously impaired.

While Dr. Macartney was ill, his personal secretary, Miss Henrietta |
Lees, died. Besides doing secretarial work for the Doctor, Miss Lees wa
secretary of the Sunday School, succeeding Mrs. Justus Steinhilper, who als
was a leader in the'Young People’s Society and the Alexander Auxiliary., Mis
Lees was a key person in the youth work of First Church.

Soon after Dr, Macartney’s illness he suffered a further great bereave
ment when his great friend Dr. Frank R. Bailey passed away.

Shortly after Dr. Bailey’s death his son John Logan Bailey was electe
to the Session, and would play an important role in the leadership of th
congregation of First Church in the years ahead.

Four years later on March 27, 1953, another dedicated elder of Firg

Church, Mr. Thomas D. McCloskey, died, followed on December 20, 1954, by

Mr. Franklin Day Thompson, a ruling elder for almost a half century.

An outstanding Young People’s Conference was held on the Labor Day

weekend of 1949, The singing, led by the Reverend Chatles Ralston Smith, -
was particularly inspiring. Calvin’s scal, that of a burning heart given to
Christ, the symbol of the New Life Movement, was the main theme, and many

lives were won to a new allegiance to their Lord.

The John Knox Forum seems to have become a main focus for the young

people of the congregation at this time; and a planning conference to set up

the winter’s work was held on September 16.

The work of the Rev. J. Clyde Henry and Mrs. Justus Steinhilper in the

Boys’ and Girls’ Camps, no doubt greatly contributed to the cagerness of the
young people as they went into “John Knox.” The evening clubs also played
a vital part in building up the new spirit of enthusiasm.

Mr. B. F. Jones, 3rd, was unanimously elected treasurer in 1953 and still
carries on the work with enthusiasm. It was Mr. Jones’ grandmother who
gave the church the Mary McMasters Jones pulpit.

While youth was thrusting up like a spring tide, it seemed for others
that the season was far advanced.

Mrs. Harmar D. Denny, aged ninety-five and oldest member of the con-
gregation, died. Mrs. Denny was, before her marriage, Miss Elizabeth Bell
Marshall. Also at this time the deaths of Mr. Harold R. Hollis and Mr,
Samuel Shelly, two devout and dedicated men, were a great loss to the con-
gregation.

In 1953 Miss Helen Dany retired after twenty-eight years of service as
church nurse.
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For Clarence Edward Macartney also time was limited. It had always
seen his dream to stand in every place visited by the Apostle Paul. His Wed-
esday night Bible talks on the Apostle’s travels were a direct outcome of

- strenuous months of summer travelling by horse, car or ship along the ancient
- 1and and sea routes of the Roman Empire.

Only a few places were left to visit: Caesarea, Troas, Amphipolis, and

‘perga of Pamphylia.

“Come Before Winter,” he had urged on his congregation every fall save

; b'one, for forty years.

But now for Dr. Macartney the winter season was far advanced. The un-

5 'explored must wait.

Apparently about this time he wrote an unpublished five hundred page

-romance entitled “The Covered Bridge.” In it Dr. Macartney tells the story of
- a newly-ordained Presbyterian minister and the young woman with whom he

fell in love. The romance is set in the exciting 1850’ leading up to the Civil

" War.

With his exact historical knowledge of the period, Dr. Macartney in his

~ work used a short chapter sequence to paint unforgettable vignettes, He
. includes the underground railroad, a riverboat disaster, and a nearly perfect
~ word picture of a snowstorm. Weird characters from fair grounds and stump

politicians mingle with horsethieves, murderers, and prodigal sons, while the
members of the little Presbyterian congregation live in a world where man’s
original sin battles with the matchless grace of God.

The scene for the romance is obviously McConnell’s Mill, Lawrence
County, Pennsylvania and the nearby covered bridge, two places very dear
to the heart of Dr. Macartney.

This first work of fiction, written late in life, suggests that, had Dr.
Macartney become a novelist in youth, he might have been a highly success-
ful one, with something of the genius of Charles Dickens and the great New
England men of letters.

As time went on he turned more and more to the old familiar places. He
liked to go down to Fern Cliffe, his boyhood home.

His delight was unbounded when on his twenty-fifth anniversary as
pastor of First Church, the congregation, with the permission of Geneva
College, refurnished the old home for him, restoring it to its former beauty.

It was to Fern Cliffe that he retired in 1953.
It was here he wrote his last historical works.

It was from here, on February 19, 1957, that the bachelor minister, Dr
Clarence Edward Macartney, who loved to travel in the steps of his Master,
set out to meet that Master in person.
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN

The Church in the Golden Triangle

][n 1950 Dr. Clarence E. Macartney appointed a committee from the
boards of the congregation to seek out a man to succeed him as
minister of the First Presbyterian Church.

On Wednesday evening, June 10, 1953, at a congregational meeting pre-
sided over by Dr. Macartney, Mr. George R. Aufderheide said that the com-
mittee, having travelled extensively to all parts of the country, including in
their itineraries Boston, San Francisco, St. Paul, and Charlotte, North Carolina,
had now a unanimous selection in the Reverend Robert J. Lamont, of the
Presbyterian Church of Narberth, Pennsylvania.

Mr. Aufderheide placed the name in nomination and Mr. William P.
Witherow seconded. Judge A. Marshall Thompson and Mr. Raymond F. Hoff-
man made seconding speeches.

The congregation unanimously approving, Dr. Macartney declared the
Reverend Robert J. Lamont duly elected as the mext pastor of the First Pres-
byterian Church of Pittsburgh.!

Dr. Lamont, born in Philadelphia April 12, 1919, was thirty-four years of
age, one of the youngest pastors ever called to First Church.

The young minister was a second generation American. His father,
James Lamont, was an Orangeman from Northern Ireland who, driven by
the poverty of the land, emigrated to America. “Here he found opportunity
to master his trade as a carpenter, to fall in love and marry, with only his
strength and the tools of his trade to provide for his family.”?

From his father Robert Lamont inherited rugged determination, forth-
rightness and a realistic approach to life. From his father’s Scotch-Irish
ancestry he probably also inherited that business instinct which has made
him one of the great fund raisers in the Presbyterian Church today.

Robert Lamont’s mother, Marie Rambo, was born in Northern Ttaly®
and belonged to that earliest and finest of all Protestant churches, the Wal-
densian Church of Italy, which predated the Reformation by four centuries.
In his sermon “The American Dream,” Dr. Lamont tells us that she came to
America “to seek a better way of life. There was no future in Italy, there-
fore at seventeen years of age she came to this land of opportunity. She be-
came a travelling companion and a tutor in French and Italian in a wealthy
home. She fell in love with a young Irishman and they were married.”

From his mother the son inherited a deep sensitivity to the Kingdom of
God, a personal love for Jesus Christ, and an understanding that in God’s Son,
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all God’s people, Protestant and Catholic, can find a shared experience which
transcends lesser differences.

Mr. Lamont was married to Edna Kathryn Weisner, a young woman
beautiful in person and nature, who had grown up with him in the Olney
Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia.

With the Lamoilts came their two children, Bob aged five, and Karen
aged three. Another boy, Kenny, had died in infancy; and two years after
their arrival in Pittsburgh their fourth child, Joanne Marie, was born.

Mr. Lamont is a graduate of Maryville College, Maryville, Tennessee; he
had received his Bachelor’s degree in Theology at Princeton in 1944. He held a
Master’s degree in Theology from Mount Airy Lutheran Seminary, and had
completed his residence requirements for a doctor’s degree at Eastern Baptist
Seminary, in Overbrook, Pennsylvania.

For a man so young in yeats, Robert Lamont had a wide range of minis-
terial experience.

While studying in Tennessee he served in the National Missions of
the Presbyterian Church. During seminary days he was a student assistant
in his home church at Olney, a congregation made up of middle-class parish-
joners. In 1943 he was ordained minister of Darby, a congregation in an
industrial area. In 1947 he accepted a call to be minister of Narberth, a
mainline fashionable suburb of Philadelphia. During his ministry in Phila-
delphia, he served as a professor in Temple University School of Theology.

Mr. Lamont’s experience in the courts of the Presbyterian Church was
extensive. For seven years he served as chairman of the Committee of Candi-
dates and Credentials of the large Philadelphia Presbytery. He also served for
ten years on the General Council of the Presbyterian Church of the United
States, and was a member of the Council’s Policy and Interpretation Com-
mittee.

One very remarkable outcome of his ministry up to this time, and indica-
tive of things to come, was that thirty-four young people had already gone
into the ministry or mission field from the congregations where he had served.
When the new minister stepped into the First Church pulpit he was wearing
for the first time a robe presented to him by twenty-three young people who
entered Christian service during his pastorate at Narberth. E. H. Smith
wrote in the Pittsburgh Sun Telegraph: “A ribbon indelibly stenciled with the
names of the donors is sewed inside the garment. The list includes names of
missionaries now serving in Africa, Japan, and South America and young
men and women engaged in varied fields of church work in the United States.”*

A noteworthy characteristic of the new minister was an intense love for
America. This was a heritage transmitted to him by his immigrant parents
as already suggested, and instilled in his boyhood by his teachers and by the
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environment of his home city of Philadelphia, which stands like a permanent
theater backdrop preserved in American history.

In one of his greatest sermons, “The American Dream,” Robert Lamont

was to say, “There is a theme in our national heritage which can cause us to
walk together to the music of distant drums.’’®

Ir'1 hi.s sermon, “Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness,” he tells
that his history teacher, a Mr. 1. B. Reiber, who was a Jew, gave him a bal-

anced and sensitive view of American history and the philosophy which
undergirds it.

“I also remember Mr. Reiber bringing in a copy of the Declaration of In-
dependence. He impressed upon us that God had given to every man three
inalienable rights: ‘life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness.’ Full well I
remember him saying that we were not guaranteed happiness, only the right
to pursue it. I didn’t understand then all the ramifications of that statement,
but I did most fervently believe that in America a man—even a boy—was
entitled to seek happiness in the hope of finding it.”

The Philadelphia years also included Boy Scout trips to Valley Forge.
These were in essence pilgrimages—climbing the walls of old breastworks,
sitting in replicas of the cabins, reliving the days of the nation’s birth.

The final and most decisive ingredient in the make-up of the new minis-
ter of First Church was faith in Jesus Christ and in His Spirit to transform
and transcend any human situation.

Nevertheless, at thirty-four, Robert Lamont was rather overwhelmed to
receive a call to a church of the dimensions of First Pittsburgh.

“But why did you call me?” he asked George R. Aufderheide. “You
know I haven’t the training for the job.”

“That’s exactly why,” laughed the chairman of the pulpit committee.
“We're going to train you. And we want to start fresh!”

The words were well spoken, for the man required to minister in First

Church would need to be one who would develop flexible programs to meet
rapidly changing situations.

One other fact became evident as the months went by: this young man
was developing a real love for his adopted city of Pittsburgh. Later in his
ministry he confessed that many a time he had stood on the ledge of Mount
Washington, projecting out as it does over the confluence of the three rivers,

and looked down upon the proposed new Golden Triangle spread out below
him like a relief map.

On such occasions Robert Lamont prayed that this tremendous con-
centration of life, might become, not just a Golden Triangle of political,
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financial, and social power, but a Triangle under God.® Furthermore he
prayed that God would use the church to which he had been called to that end.

On his first Sunday morning as minister in First Church, when the Golden
Triangle was still a dream in the minds of men, Robert Lamont preached a
sermon which, if taken to heart by the people of Pittsburgh, could transcend
that dream. The title and context would sum up the thrust of his preaching
in the years to comé.

His sermon was entitled “The Heart of the Gospel for the Heart of the
City,” and the text was the favorite of all evangelists: “For I determined not to
know anything among you, save Jesus Christ and Him crucified,” I Corinthians
2:27

ey i)

In this sermon he shared some of his emotions as the preacher in one of

the most famous pulpits in the world.

I tried to put myself in your position. You love thi's church. You really
do not know very much about me; and your Pulpit-Committee could have_ rr‘lade
a mistake. I trust with all my heart that they have not and thzilt this ministry
which begins today will be under the blessing of the Holy Spirit. _

But I said, “What would a member worshipping in First Church like to
know about the new minister who has been called to this historic church?’
I thought that you would like to know something ab9ut the message thag I
would preach, the method that I would use, and something of the results which
I would hope for.$
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“task ‘of being a preacher in First Church, he

Mr. Lamont confessed that as he contemplated this almost impossible

felt prompted to go to some
well-known minister in a famous city pulpit and ask his advice.

But as he thought more about it he realized that there was one supremely
successful preacher who had devoted his entire ministry to the world’s great
cities, and that preacher, the Apostle Paul.

So he began to read Saint Paul’s Epistles again and found that the apostle
had rated his own preaching success by only one criterion—his concentration
on Jesus Christ and Him crucified. “T came to the conclusion that in Paul and

in his experience at Corinth, there was, indeed, the heart of the Gospel for the
heart of the city.”

In quoting I Corinthians 2:1-5, Mr. Lamont noted that the apostle re-
ferred to himself as being “in weakness, and in fear, and in much trembling.”

The young minister went on to say:

I want you to know that when I stumble, when my mind is not as keen
and mature as it ought to be, when [ am in weakness . . . that a greater than I
preached with these limitations . . . . When a man realizes his own inadequacy,

then and only then can the Holy Spirit touch the heart and mind and lips
of the preacher . .. .9

He stressed that the important thing was not the man, but the message of
Calvary, which was as relevant in 1953 as on the day of Golgotha. That cross
revealed God’s breakthrough into history to offer His love to those who come
to him in Christ.

This is the message. My method is to realize my own inadequacy, to
come with no confidence in myself; but to place my confidence in Almighty
God and in his dear Son. I have come that the heart of the people to whom I
address myself, and to whom I give my service, may be touched and stirred.

Late one night John Wesley knelt at his bed, rose from his prayers, picked

up his pen and wrote in his journal: ‘I came to the city and offered them
Christ.’

John Wesley could' do no more. Under God, I hope to do no less.10

Thus began in the First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh one of the
great ministries of present-day America.

Dr. Lamont’s greatness as a preacher lies in his unique way of presenting
the message and in his intellectual honesty. It is the quality in his preaching
which is personal—and obviously his own soul searchings—which really grips.

Sometimes a simple incident in his family life illuminates with new
radiance some facet of the Gospel.

Fred S. Wertenbach, a Tuesday Nooner and writer for the Pittsburgh
Press, translated into verse a story the preacher told of his little daughter,

197




KAREN

Into his study quietly she crept
Her Dr. Denton’s framing her in white.
While all about the peaceful household slept
Bulwarked by dreams against the somber night.
Chin cupped in hand she watched him at his task
The while he strove God’s message to make clear
Until long last her silence made him ask
As she sat mute: “What are you doing, dear?”

*® * e *
“I’'m only loving you” she said, voice low.
—would that we each could love the Father so.!1
A college youth working in Pittsburgh over the Christmas vacation
wrote to the new minister:
Dear Dr. Lamont:

A bricf note of gratitude for the spiritual aid you have given me in
several of your recent sermons. I might explain that I am on a temporary job
in Pittsburgh (working with the Marjonette show in Gimbel’s Christmas
window), and am a visitor to your church.

Thank you for a greater personal insight into the life of Christ. At a
point in my life when I need the truth more than ever before, your messages
have helped a great deal. T am twenty, and in a formulative period of spiri-
tual growth. Although 1 am young, both in life and experience, I know

that God is always near. This is just a simple thank you for bringing Him a
little closer to me as 1 search for a richer, better life.!?

In 1954 Waynesburg College conferred a Doctorate of Theology on the
Reverend Robert J. Lamont, and in the same year his Alma Mater, Maryville
College of Tennessee, a Doctorate of Divinity. Geneva College made him a
Doctor of Humane Letters in 1959,

Early in his ministry Dr. Robert J. Lamont had a concern for the public
relations of the church. Dr. Macartney had introduced into the church the
magazine FirsT CHURCH LIFE, which was an excellent production.

During his ministry Dr. Macartney edited this magazine with the assistance
of Miss Henrietta Lees. In 1954 Miss Florence McLaughlin, who at that time
taught English and journalism in Mount Lebanon Senior High, became chair-
man of an editorial committee to manage the magazine and continued to edit
it for ten years. Robert Schwartz, then feature writer of the Pittsburgh Press,
wrote stories and suggested articles. When the pressure of Mr. Schwartz’s work
became too great, Mr. Leonard J. Thompson, another excellent writer from the
Pittsburgh Press, took his place. Mrs. Betty Dietsch Pratko and Mrs. Alfred
Augustine also assisted with the work in FirsT CHURCH LIFE, during this
period.

In 1_964 Mrs. Lawrence E. Van Kirk who, in 1955, had become (and still
is) Dr. Lamont’s efficient secretary, took over the editorship of the rmagazine.

After Dr. Lamont was invited to the pulpit of First Church he noted that
he had written in his private prayer diary a request: “for the strongest radio
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