
 
 
 
 

      
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

WORSHIP SERVICE – 10:45 am 
 

First Sunday of Advent 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
*Please stand as you are able 

 

Prelude: “Carol of the Bells”                                 Alaine Fink, piano  
 Leontovich, arr. Mark Hayes  

        
Time of Welcome                                                                Rev. Dr. Craig M. Walls 

Senior Pastor 
 
Choral Introit: “Rejoice, Rejoice with Music” 
                                     Arr. Joseph Martin and Stacey Nordmeyer 

 

Gathering Before the Word 
 

*Responsive Call to Worship            Emilie Delo, liturgist 
          

Leader: Hear the words of our Lord Jesus Christ: "Behold, I am coming soon!   

People: You are the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End. 
Leader: Hear the words of our Lord Jesus Christ: “I have sent my angel to give you this testimony. 

              I am the Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star." 

People: The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!" Let the one who hears say, "Come!"  
Leader: Whoever is thirsty, let them come; and whoever wishes, let them take the free gift of  
              the water of life. 

All: We have come to worship you, Christ our King! 

             
Lighting of the Advent Candle   The Ndinyah family 
 

Watch and wait for Christ’s Coming! During Advent, we light candles of hope, peace, joy, and love, 

remembering the promises of God with prayer.  
 

Hear God’s promises of hope from Isaiah 2:2: 

In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest  
of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all nations shall stream to it.  
 

Today, we light the candle of hope. 

 

Choral Response: “O, Come, O Come Emannuel” 

 

*Hymn #82: “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus ” (located in this bulletin)               

 
Call to Confession             Emilie Delo 
 
 

November 30, 2025 

 



 

 
Prayer of Confession                                                                                                                      
 

Gracious and loving God, we know that you are a God of justice and might, as well as a God  
of tenderness and mercy.  We know of your promises to come again to set all things right.   
Yet we confess that we so often live as people without hope. God of Hope, forgive us.   

Teach us to speak and sing once more of the coming of your great day of justice. Amen. 

 

Time of Silent Prayer and Confession 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness 
 
Pastoral Prayer                Rev. Walls 
 

The Lord’s Prayer                 
 
ur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen. 

 
Children’s Message                                                                 Emilie Delo                         
 

*Hymn # 749: “Come! Live in the Light” (located in this bulletin)         
 

Proclaiming the Word 
 
Scripture Reading: Matthew 24: 36-42      

 
36 “But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father. 37 For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in the days 
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 

entered the ark, 39 and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so, too, will 
be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be 

left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be left. 42 Keep 
awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 
 

Leader: The Word of the Lord. 

People:  Thanks be to God! 
 

Anthem: "Come, Light of Hope”              Ruth Ann Reamer, pianist 
          Arr, Anna Laura Page and Jean Anne Shafferman  

 

O Come, O Come Emmanuel  
and ransom captive Israel. 
O Come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer 
our spirits by Thine advent here. 
 

We will rejoice to see our Savior; 
well sing His praises evermore. 
O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
and bring Your hope to Israel, 
And ransom captive Israel. 
 

 

O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
Your people yearn to see Your light. 
O come, O come, on earth to dwell, 
and death's dark shadows put to flight. 
 

We will rejoice to see our Savior, 
well sing His praise forevermore 
O come, O come, Emmanuel 
Your people yearn to see Your light 
 

Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel, 
The Light of Hope for Israel. 

O 



  

  

Sermon: "Keep Awake"                                                                         Rev. Walls 

 
Responding to the Word 

 
*Affirmation of Faith – The Apostles’ Creed                                                               

 
e believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ His only 

Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day He rose 

again from the dead; He ascended into heaven, and sits on the right hand of God the Father 
almighty; from there he shall come to judge the living and the dead. We believe in the Holy Spirit; 

the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the 
body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Call for the Offering (Online giving available, scan code on back)                                                        Rev. Walls 
 

Offertory 
“O Come, Holy Savior” (an Advent Duet on O Come, Little Children)             Kate Clemons, alto 

Arr. Anna Laura Page, text by Jean Anne Shafferman                    Torey Gricks, tenor 

                                        Alaine Fink, piano 

 

*Doxology 
 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; alleluia, alleluia!  
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, 

alleluia, alleluia. 

 

*Prayer of Dedication                                                                                                       Rev. Walls    

 
*Hymn #263: “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” (located in this bulletin)                                    

 
Welcoming of New Member 
 

Mary Caswell 

 

*Invitation, Charge and Benediction                                                                             

 

Postlude: “Postlude on ‘All Hail the Power’”                                                            Alaine Fink, organ 
                         Arr. Edward Broughton 
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Ongoing/Upcoming Opportunities . . . 
 

 
Hospitality Hour 
Join us after worship this morning for a time of refreshments and fellowship in the chapel. If you’re 
visiting with us, we would especially like to get to know you!  
 

Sunday School 
The Cornerstone Class continues to explore the early Church through a study of the Book of Acts. The 

class meets from 9:30 - 10:30 a.m. in Room #17 (chapel area, next to the stage). If you’d like to join 
them for fellowship and learning, please contact Charlie Claudon at 412-400-4868. Children’s Sunday 
School also continues in Room 4 downstairs. All children ages kindergarten to fifth grade are invited.  

 
It's Poinsettia Time! 
We are again planning to decorate the sanctuary with poinsettias for Christmas Eve worship. Each 
plant is in a 6” pot and costs $15. An announcement will appear in the Christmas Eve bulletin listing 

the donors and the individual(s) being honored or memorialized. The deadline for ordering is 

Friday, December 12. To order, please contact Cheryl at 412-471-3436 x220 or cswartz@fpcp.org.  
You can then place your check (payable to the church) in the offering plate or send it to the church 
office (320 Sixth Ave, Pittsburgh, 15222). (Please indicate “poinsettias” in the memo field). 

Lessons and Carols and Christmas Luncheon – December 14 
On Sunday December 14th, a Fellowship Luncheon will be held after the Lessons and Carols service in 

the Chapel/Lounge Area. The Deacons will provide baked ham and cookies. A sign-up sheet is located 
on the coffee table in the Lounge. Please sign up to let us know if you’re able to bring a hot or cold side 

dish to share. If you have any questions, please see any Deacon.    
 

Christmas Eve Service 
Make plans now to be with us on Christmas Eve. The service will begin at 5:00 pm, but come early to 

enjoy a special prelude and to prepare your heart for the wonder of His birth. 
 

Make the season bright for Cellar Students! 
We would like to include a small gift card in the Christmas goodie bags that we'll be assembling for the 
students at The Cellar, and the store Five Below is one of their favorites. Could you help us by donating a 

$10 Five Below gift card or two? If you're not a shopper, you can also send a check payable to the church 

with "Cellar Christmas" in the memo field.  

 

Due to the one school we serve having a trimester system and breaking for Christmas early, we will be 

having this year's Christmas celebration early on Thursday, December 11. As a result, we'd like to have 

the gift cards in hand by Wednesday, December 10. Thank you in advance for your generosity! Please 

contact Cheryl with any questions. cswartz@fpcp.org or 412-471-3436 x220. 

 

Outreached Arms (OA) – NEW Hoodie Donations Requested 
Outreach Arms is collecting warm new hoodies for about 125 guests. Suggested sizes are Large, XL, 

2XL and 3XL as our guests like to wear a hoodie over their sweatshirt. Please bring your hoodie 

donations to the Fellowship table on Sunday mornings. Please do not wrap the hoodies as they will be 

wrapped after they are all collected. If you are not a shopper, you may send donations via their website at 

www.outreachedarms.org or send a check made payable to Outreached Arms with an OA Hoodie drive 

note in the memo field. You can bring/mail checks to the church and they will be forwarded to OA.    
 

mailto:cswartz@fpcp.org
http://www.outreachedarms.org/


 
First Church Staff 

Church Office: 412-471-3436 
320 Sixth Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15222 

www.fpcp.org – info@fpcp.org

 
 
 
 

                          

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                      Visiting Us Today?                                  Giving Online? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
            Scan Code to Connect with Us!                    Scan Code to Give! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Music at First Presbyterian Church of Pittsburgh is reprinted and broadcast by permission 

through CCLI License #3071786, OneLicense #A-741897, and CCS License #11486. 
 
 

MINISTER OF MUSIC 
Alaine Fink 
afink@fpcp.org 

SECURITY 
Mary Caswell 

mcaswell@fpcp.org 

 

MAINTENANCE STAFF 

Tim Salinetro, supervisor 

tsalinetro@fpcp.org 
 

 

Louis Pack 
LaRon Pack 
John Radford 
 

VOLUNTEER SOUND/ 
VIDEO TECHNICIANS 
Victor Ndinyah 
Doug Williams  
Dan Conner 
David Charlton 
Brian Vertz 

WEDDING 
COORDINATOR 
Megan McFarland 

mmcfarland@fpcp.org 

 

OFFICE MANAGER 
Cheryl Swartz 

cswartz@fpcp.org 

ext. 220 

 

PIPER IN RESIDENCE 
George Balderose 

george@bagpiping.org 

Need Validated Parking?   

Sundays only, get a sticker for your parking ticket at the FPCP Welcome Center in the Narthex (front lobby). 
Scan both sides of the ticket at the payment booth at the Oliver, Mellon Square, and Smithfield garages to pay $1 

for parking. 
 

 

ACCOUNTANT 
Kate Williams 
kwilliams@fpcp.org 
ext.230 

THE CELLAR 
Joanne Galinowski, director 
jgalinowski@fpcp.org 
 
Anita Perry, assistant  
 

 
 

Our Sanctuary is open to visitors Monday – Thursday, 9:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Call to Schedule a Tour! 

You can reach the Church Office Monday – Friday, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm 

Call: 412-471-3436 |Email: info@fpcp.org | www.fpcp.org. 

 

PASTOR EMERITUS 
Rev. Thomas M. Hall II 

SENIOR PASTOR 
Rev. Dr. Craig M. Walls 
cwalls@fpcp.org 

ext. 222 

 


