September 25, 2022

Playing Tricks

When I was a kid, I wanted to be accepted by other kids. Don’t we all? But I remember in the
sixth grade getting invited to a party at a neighbor girl’s house. I was suspicious because the girl
didn’t like me, but since we were neighbors, my mom insisted that I go. It turned out the girl had
just invited me so she and her friends could play a trick on me.
Thinking back now on my young neighbor, I imagine playing that trick on me came out of her
need to be accepted.
Years ago, there was a TV series called Cheers about a bar in Boston. The theme song went like
this:
Making your way in the world today takes everything you've got.
Taking a break from all your worries, sure would help a lot.
Wouldn't you like to get away?
Sometimes you want to go
Where everybody knows your name,
and they're always glad you came.
You wanna be where you can see,
our troubles are all the same
You wanna be where everybody knows your name.
A Rolling Stone magazine poll in 2011 named that the best TV theme song of all time.
To be accepted means to be recognized; received; approved.
None of the things we do to be accepted help much, and some of it isn’t good for us at all. Some
young men join gangs. Some young women starve themselves, thinking they need to be thin to be
accepted. The $4.4 trillion wellness industry makes promises bordering on the religious. It seems a
lot of grownups are willing to let themselves be tricked.
God knew all this about us, but he loved us so much that he sent his son to us.
The only perfect person made the only perfect sacrifice so that imperfect people could be
accepted.
The cosmic question is, why do we keep pursuing what the creator wants to give us for free?

Tom’s Blog

WORSHIP SERVICE – 10:45 am
___________________________________________________________________________________________

We Gather Around the Word
Ryan Croyle, Organ

Prelude: “In Allgemeiner Landesnot”
Johann Pachelbel

Time of Welcome

Rev. Dan Turis, Associate Pastor

Moment For Mission

Judy Shipley, Missions Chair

*Responsive Call to Worship (Adapted from Psalm 16)
Leader: I will praise the LORD, who counsels me;
People: Even at night my heart instructs me.
Leader: I keep my eyes always on the LORD.
People: With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken.
All: My heart is glad, my tongue rejoices, and I will rest secure.
*Hymn #859: “Be Thou My Vision” (located in this bulletin)
Responsive Prayer of Confession (Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 11)
Leader: But isn’t God also merciful?
All: God is certainly merciful,
but also just.
God’s justice demands
that sin, committed against his supreme majesty,
be punished with the supreme penalty—
eternal punishment of body and soul.
Silent Confession
Responsive Assurance of Pardon (Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 12, 18)
Leader: According to God’s righteous judgment
we deserve punishment
both now and in eternity:
how then can we escape this punishment
and return to God’s favor?
All: God requires that his justice be satisfied.
Therefore the claims of this justice
must be paid in full,
either by ourselves or by another.
Leader: Then who is this mediator—
true God and at the same time
a true and righteous human?
All: Our Lord Jesus Christ,
who was given to us
to completely deliver us
and make us right with God.

Rev. Dan Turis

Jana Hall

Children’s Message

(Children ages preschool – 2nd grade are invited to attend Children in Worship on the 3rd floor balcony at this
time. Children are to be picked up immediately after service in the chapel behind the high pulpit.)

*Hymn #17: “Beautiful Savior” (located in this bulletin)

We Listen for the Word
Scripture Reading: Hebrews 10:11-25
Day after day every priest stands and performs his religious duties; again and again he offers the
same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. 12 But when this priest had offered for all time one
sacrifice for sins, he sat down at the right hand of God, 13 and since that time he waits for his enemies
to be made his footstool. 14 For by one sacrifice he has made perfect forever those who are being
made holy. 15 The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this. First he says:
11

“This is the covenant I will make with them
after that time, says the Lord.
I will put my laws in their hearts,
and I will write them on their minds.”
17
Then he adds:
16

“Their sins and lawless acts
I will remember no more.”
18
And where these have been forgiven, sacrifice for sin is no longer necessary.
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy Place by the blood
of Jesus, 20 by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, his body, 21 and since
we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near to God with a sincere heart and with
the full assurance that faith brings, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty
conscience and having our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold unswervingly to the
hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful. 24 And let us consider how we may spur one
another on toward love and good deeds, 25 not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of
doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.
19

Leader: The Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!
Sermon - “Our Perfect High Priest”

Rev. Tom Hall, Senior Pastor

We Respond to the Word
Pastoral Prayer and The Lord’s Prayer

O

ur Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

*Affirmation of Faith (Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 22, 23)

Noah Morgan, Student Pastor

Leader: What then must a Christian believe?
All: All that is promised us in the gospel,
a summary of which is taught us
in the articles of our universal
and undisputed Christian faith.
Leader: What are these articles?
All: I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only begotten Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended to heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Call for the Offering
Online giving available through Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement

Anthem: “Come to the Water”
John Foley arr. Lynda Hasseler

1. O let all who thirst
let them come to the water
And let all who have
nothing let them come to
the Lord without money,
without price
Why should you pay the
price except for the Lord?

2. And let all who seek
let them come to the water
And let all who have nothing
let them come to the Lord
without money, without strife
Why should you spend your life
except for the Lord?
3. And let all who toil
let them come to the water
And let all who are weary
let them come to the Lord

all who labor, without rest
How can your soul find rest
except for the Lord?
4. And let all the poor
let them come to the water
Bring the ones who are laden
bring them all to the Lord
bring the children without might
Easy the load and light
come to the Lord

*Doxology
Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below. Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Noah Morgan

*Prayer of Dedication

We Follow the Word into the World
*Hymn #21: “Sing Praise to the Lord” (located in this bulletin)
*Invitation and Charge
*Benediction
Postlude: “King of Kings”
Ralph Simpson

*Please stand as you are able

Rev. Tom Hall
Ryan Croyle

Ongoing/Upcoming Opportunities . . .
Children are Always Welcome in the Sanctuary During Worship!
There are also options! The nursery is available for infants to age 3 with loving care givers, located
downstairs. Children in Worship introduces children ages 3 to 7 to the wonder of worship. Young
children need a special environment where they can meet and worship God. Children in Worship is
designed to let children listen to God, talk to God, and hear the stories of God. After the Children’s
Message children are invited to go to the 3rd floor above the chapel to a beautiful worship space.

Hospitality Hour

Join us after worship this morning for a time of refreshments and fellowship in the chapel. If you’re
visiting with us, we would especially like to get to know you!

Fall Workday – October 29
This day of service and fellowship will take place Saturday, October 29 from 9am to 1 pm. We need
helpers of all skill levels to spruce up our building and grounds before the Advent season is upon us.
You can utilize your gifts to: Clean up leaves/weeds around the property and prune bushes, scrub
stairwells and polish railings, dust and polish pews and woodwork in sanctuary, balcony, and chapel,
and detail clean the kitchen and dining area! If you plan on attending, please contact Hannah at
hdurant@fpcp.org or 412-471-3436. We hope to see you there!

URGENT! Doors Open Pittsburgh VOLUNTEERS NEEDED for October 1
THIS SATURDAY First Church will once again be one of the featured sites for Doors Open Pittsburgh,
an annual fall event that provides unique access to explore and experience a collection of iconic, and
newly designed buildings, in select neighborhoods of Pittsburgh. On Saturday, October 1 from 10am 4pm hundreds of visitors will come through our doors. We NEED volunteers to serve as greeters, tour
guides, cookie bakers/providers for a cookie table and more. Volunteers could choose from one of
two shifts: 10am -1pm and 1pm - 4pm. If you would like to get involved with this exciting event,
contact the church office at 412-471-3436 or Hannah at hdurant@fpcp.org

A Note about This Morning’s Music - - by Ryan Croyle
This Sunday, we open with a chorale prelude by Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706). Most people are
familiar with Pachelbel's "Canon in D" but he was actually a quite prolific composer in the middle
Baroque period. A chorale prelude is a type of composition that uses a chorale melody (like a hymn
tune) as a theme, and the composer weaves an accompaniment around that theme to create a
standalone piece suitable for church use. The chorale today translates roughly to "when in distress" or
"in our time of need."
The choir sings an arrangement of Come to the Water (written by John Foley, arranged by Lynda
Hasseler). Set up in 4 verses, each verse builds upon the idea of summoning all who thirst, seek, toil
and long for the Lord. As we read of Christ in John 4:14 “...whoever drinks the water I give them will
never thirst. Indeed, the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal
life.” To close the service, we'll hear "King of Kings" a gospel-spritual postlude by Dr. Ralph Simpson
(b. 1933), who was University Organist and chair of the music department at Tennessee State
University. The piece features a variety of compositional styles for the organ including theme and
variation, fugue, chorale prelude, fanfare, and finally an exciting toccata section that brings the piece to
a close.

October 2 Missions Sunday
For over 40 years, illustrious pastor of FPCP, Clarence Macartney
preached a sermon in October called “Come Before Winter.”
Though Macartney preached it for the last time in 1955, it remains
on several lists as one of the greatest sermons ever preached. The text
Macartney used is from 2 Timothy 4, believed to be the last words
written by the Apostle Paul before his death in Rome. Paul knows
that he is facing the end of his earthly life. Writing from his jail cell,
Paul writes urgently to his son by faith, Timothy, who is with the
church in Ephesus. Paul begs him to come, bringing along Paul’s
scrolls and cloak. Well aware that the Mediterranean will be
unnavigable when bad weather sets is, Paul pleads: “Come before
winter.”
We might like to believe that Timothy reacted quickly, doing his utmost to get to Rome. We might
relish thoughts of a reunion with time for last words and goodbye, but no one knows how Timothy
responded to Paul’s request or if it ever reached him. Understanding our own natures too well, we
might also imagine Timothy as a person such as we are, perhaps full of good intentions yet beset by
delaying circumstances and excuses. However, we at FPCP do not need to imagine what it would be
like to receive an urgent message from Christ followers in faraway places. This has been our reality
since February 24 when Putin’s army invaded Ukraine.
For over 7 months, churches like our friends at Bread of Life have been the humanitarian conduit for
thousands of civilians who will soon be facing even harsher winter realities. While continuing to
source and distribute food and medicine, Bread of Life and others have entered a critical time of
repairing habitable spaces and finding fuel to help people stay warm. In hardship and suffering, the
churches of Ukraine have not flinched. They remain steadfast in serving Jesus Christ, and it shows.
Thousands are hearing the gospel and hundreds have asked to be baptized. Every gift, every resource
provided to the churches, goes out to serve all.
On October 2, Rich Correll, longtime friend and mission partner who has been tirelessly
connecting us with churches in Ukraine, will be visiting FPCP for Missions Sunday. He will
preach on “A Missionary Journey – Together,” from Luke 8:1. While Rich comes with gratitude for
generous gifts FPCP has sent earlier this year, he also comes with a message from Ukraine like Paul’s.
“Come before winter.” The urgency Macartney preached is still the same. There is a time when it is
possible to listen and do as the Lord asks [Luke 8:21], but it will not always be so. Winter will come.
Please pray for Rich, Bread of Life Church, and the Ukrainian church planting ministries. Pray
also for what you will bring on October 2: open hearts, and words for praise and petition. A special
missions offering will be received and designated for Ukraine. Gifts will be distributed through
Rich’s organization, CPTI. Details for the offering will be provided before October 2. Let us see
what the Lord will do in and through us.
.

October 2022
Month of Missions at FPCP
There will be a lot of exciting things happening in October that you
won’t want to miss! Beginning October 1, the FPCP Missions
Committee will kick off a month-long emphasis on mission. In the next
few weeks, look for news about Worship, Fellowship, Learning, Prayer
and Projects. Some of FPCP’s mission partners will be joining us
throughout the month. An event we would like to highlight is the WMI
Mission Conference in conjunction with the annual Don McClure
lectures on the theme “Missional Leadership in a Time of
Disruption” on Fri. and Sat., Oct. 7-8, 2022. The Rev. Eugene Cho, renowned church planter and
dynamic new president/CEO of Bread for the World will be the keynote speaker. With Eugene Cho’s
passion for encouraging and challenging leaders, this conference is anticipated to inspire and equip
mission leaders to lead God’s people in this time of disruption. Visit https://www.pts.edu/wmiconference for registration and schedule of events!
Saturday, October 1
A community outreach on behalf of humanitarian aid to Ukraine will be featured as part of the “Doors
Open Pittsburgh” event scheduled from 10 AM-4PM.
Sunday, October 2
Annual FPCP Missions Sunday - Ukraine
Special guest, Rich Correll of CPTI, will be visiting throughout the weekend to share updates on
ministry in Ukraine and his recent visit with partners including the Bread of Life Church. We look
forward to the message he will bring on Sunday, which happens to be World Communion Sunday.
The 2022 Special Missions Offering will be received and dedicated.
Friday-Saturday, October 7 & 8
World Mission Initiative’s Mission Conference at Pittsburgh Theological Seminary, along with
Don McClure Lecture Series – “Missional Leadership in a Time of Disruption,” Keynote: Rev.
Eugene Cho, CEO, Bread for the World
Access to the conference is in person or virtual. Registration is free but required for everyone. Learn
more here: https://www.pts.edu/wmi-conference
Sunday, October 9
Lisa Anderson Umana Visit.
Lisa will update us on the leadership training and work God is doing through her ministry in Latin and
South America with Christian Camping International (CCI).
Saturday, October 15 and/or Saturday, October 22
Fall Clean up at Local Partner Properties – easy tasks and a ministry of presence.
To sign up: Call Hannah in the church office or look for clipboard signup sheets in the Chapel. More
details to come.
Sunday, October 24
Visit with Jonathan, Deborah and Laura Bourbeau on Sunday evening. The Bourbeau Family,
longtime friends and mission partners of FPCP, will talk about their ministry in Latvia. This visit is
being hosted by Jim and Cherie Bowman at their home in Bridgeville.
Call Hannah in the church office if you plan to attend.
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Visiting Us Today?

Scan Code to Connect with Us!
Need Validated Parking?
Sundays only, get your parking ticket stamped at the FPCP Welcome Center in the Narthex (front lobby) . See the
person in the payment booth at Mellon Square, Oliver Avenue or Smithfield Street garage to pay $1 for parking .
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